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Ottawa sets very 
low ‘targets’ 
for Ukrainian 
immigration, 
says Liberal MP 


By Marco Levytsky 
With files from John Heron, e-Poshta internet newsletter, in Toronto 

Ottawa sets extremely low “targets” for immigrants from Ukraine, says 
a recently-elected Liberal MP. 

"І was quite surprised when I asked what sort of numbers of immi- 
grants there are coming from Ukraine to Canada and I was given a docu- 
ment of so-called targets from different countries from around the world 
and the target for Ukraine was approximately 1800,” Borys Wrzesnewskyj 
(Etobicoke Centre) told Ukrainian News during an interview in the 
newspaper’s editorial office, Sept. 10. 

“There’s a 58% success ratio, meaning there’s about 1100 (people) that 
would immigrate from Ukraine to Canada (per year). That’s disturbing,” 
he added. 

“Tt became quite apparent from my meetings at the Consulate (of the 
Canadian Embassy in Kyiv) that we haven’t dedicated the kind of re- 
sources to allow for more substantive number of immigrants. When-I went 
down the columns, I was quite surprised because there were other parts of 
the world that, for some initially incomprehensible reasons, had huge tar- 
get numbers. I believe it was in the realm of 22-23,000 for Hong Kong 
(and) New Delhi. There are places in the world where, for some reason, 
there are targets that produce numbers up to 15, 20 times what our policy 
is for Ukraine,” he said. 

If immigration targets were set proportionate to the number of Canadi- 
ans of Ukrainian origin, the annual number should be close to 9,000, 
Wrzesnewskyj added. 

Asked whether the “targets” cited in the document amount to an actual 
quota, Wrzesnewskyj replied: 

“Well that’s just it. What is a target and what is a quota? I think I have a 
fairly good command of the language and are we just playing with words 
because we don’t like the term quota so now we call them targets? I’m not 
sure. I need to get to the bottom of this one.” 

Wrzesnewskyj said that Canada’s current immigration system isn’t func- 
tioning well. 

“In fact, you could say that we 
have a system that’s broken down.” 

He noted that the current system 
is based upon a formula adopted in 
1978 that favours the most educated 
immigrants, which ends up siphon- 
ing off the elite from third world and 
emerging countries. 

This runs contrary to Canada’s 
foreign policy objectives, which are 
to train professionals in developing 
countries. 

At the same time Canada does not 
recognize the professional qualifi- 
cations of many immigrants, which 
forces them to take menial jobs and 
leaves them frustrated. 

He also questioned the point sys- 
tem, which gives preference to those 
immigrants who speak English or 
French. 

“I wonder what geographic form 
Canada would have today if the 
Ukrainian immigrants who came 
here and settled the West were obli- 
gated to know English or French 
prior to coming to Canada?” he que- 
ried. 
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Cont. оп Page 3 


Action against 
‘mass гаре" 


urged 


See Page 11 


Theresa comes home 


Canadian Idol finalist Theresa Sokyrka came home to Saskatoon, Aug. 28, to participate in that city’s fourth 
annual “Ukraine Day in the Park” festival. Pictured above: she sings and reaches out to her fans. On the day 
this issue went to press, Theresa was challenging Kalan Porter of Medicine Hat in the final of the Canadian 
Idol contest. The winner would have been announced just hours after this paper went into the mail system. For 
more on “Ukraine Day in the Park’ and Theresa, see Page 8 of this issue. 


До мертвих душ Януковича дописали 
360 тисяч громадян Росії? 


(Українська правда)- Повідомлення команди 
кандидата в президенти Віктора Януковича про 
півмільйона підписів українських громадян на його 
підтримку має бути досліджено, бо за поданням 
MSC, ЦВК утворила нещодавно закордоні виборчі 
дільниці в Росії з розрахунку на 200 тисяч виборців. 
Про це заявляє представник Віктора Ющенка в ЦВК 
Юрій Клочковський, передає прес-служба 
центрального штабу кандидата. 

"Якщо в Росії є півмільйона українських громадян 
і про це знає прем'єр-міністр, то чому підлегле йому 
Міністерство закордонних справ не зафіксувало цю 
кількість виборців і не захотіло зробити відповідне 
подання до ЦВК. Може його права рука не знає, що 
робить ліва?" - зауважив народний депутат. 

Ключковський нагадав, що збирати підписи гро- 
мадян, які підтримують того чи іншого кандидата, 
можуть тільки інші громадяни України за доручен-- 
ням відповідних довірених осіб. "Однак у Hac 3a KOp— 
доном таких довірених осіб немає", - зауважив він. 
Тому природно у депутата виникає запитання, ЯК 1 
кому доручалось збирання підписів в той час, коли 
брати участь посадовим та службовим особам 
органів державної влади та органів місцевого 
самоврядування заборонено? 

"Якщо ці доручення передавались через посоль- 
ства та консульства української держави, то це було 


з порушенням українського законодавства 1 ці підпи- 
си не є легальними. Якщо при цьому була допомога 
російських органів влади, російських громадян, яким 
взагалі заборонено брати участь в виборах прези- 
дента України, то це викликає ще більше запитань", 
- вважає народний депутат. 

Він також зауважив, щ, якщо підписні листи 
транспортувались дипломатичною поштою - це 
протизаконно, бо кандидатам в президенти забо- 
ронено використовувати службове становище для 
власної підтримки на виборах. 

"Тому мені здається, що півмільйона підписів, зіб-- 
раних в Росії, мали б бути спеціальним предметом 
вивчення ЦВК. щодо попередження кандидату про 
порушення законодавства", - заявив Ключковський. 
Клочковський також стверджує, що "прем'єр BUKO— 
ристовував своїх підлеглих, співробітників 3aKOp— 
донного міністерства задля збору підписів на свою 
підтримку". 

"Це дуже ймовірно, тому що зібрати таку кіль- 
кість підписів без задіяння відповідних службових 
структур неможливо, адже українські політичні 
партії за кордоном не діють", - припустив він. 

13-го вересня було оприлюднено інформацію, що 
на території Росії зібрано більше 560 тис. підписів 
українських громадян, що проживають у Росії, на 
підтримку Януковича. 


Тарас Чорновіл пішов до Януковича 


(Українська правда)- -Нардеп з групи "Центр" 
Тарас Чорновіл буде "неформальним" радником 
прем'єр-міністра Віктора Януковича. 

Як сказав Чорновіл у коментарі "Українській 
правді", він погодився на пропозицію про співпрацю, 
що надійшла з боку прем'єра. 

Таку згоду він дав після обговорення форм можли-- 
вої співпраці "з людьми з Кабміну та з апарату 
прем'єр-міністра", повідомив Чорновіл. 

За словами нардепа, цю співпрацю зараз не буде 
ніяк формалізовано. Хоча надалі він не виключає 
того, що стане позаштатним радником прем'єр- 
міністра. 

Як сказав Чорновіл, справи, у яких він консульту-- 
ватиме Януковича, "стосуються широкого спектру 


питань, повязаних із Західним регіоном", а також 
"проблем, повязаних із місцевим самоврядуванням 
і бюджетними відносинами". 

Як зізнався колишній член фракції "Наша Укра- 
зна", BiH He бачить на сьогоднішній день "політичних 
перепон, щоб співпрацювати з прем'єром", і не 
вбачає "свого гріха" у такому рішенні. 

Зі слів Чорновола, його нинішня співпраця з 
урядом жодним чином не пов'язана з виборчою 
кампанією. 

Разом з тим, Чорновіл підкреслив, що він не 
усвідомлює "жорсткої альтернативи". 

"Я не належу до тих людей, які на сьогоднішній 
день вважають обрання Ющенка абсолютною 
панацеєю", - сказав Тарас Чорновіл. 
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| Щоб не було Мукачеве-2, Вашінгтон 


дав Україні 513 мільйонів 


(Українська правда) - США витратять на виборчу 
кампанію в Україні 2004 року приблизно 13 
мільйонів доларів. 

Про це заявила у Вашінгтоні Пола Добрянська, 
другий заступник державного секретаря США з 
глобальних питань. 

"Сполучені Штати витрачають 13 мільйонів до- 
ларів спеціально на програми забезпечення вільних 
і справедливих виборів в Україні", - заявила 
заступник державного секретаря. 

За словами Добрянської, програми передбачати. 
муть "моніторинг виборів i опитування, розвиток 
громадського активізму й досліджень, запуск Npor— 
рам просвіти виборців, покращення регуляторної 
системи для допомоги незалежним ЗМІ і 
забезпечення юридичної допомоги". 

Погляд офіційного Вашінгтону на події в Україні 
напередодні виборів Добрянська висловила під час 
організованої Українським Конгресовим Комітетом 


Америки конференції "Перехід України до стабіль- 
ної демократії", що 13-14 вересня проходили у 
Вашінгтоні. 

"Україна присягнула на вірність демократичним 
цінностям і висловила зацікавлення у приєднанні до 
євроатлантичних організацій, таких як, наприклад, 
НАТО... Ці вибори - важлива нагода чітко про- 
демонструвати цю вірність", - заявила Добрянська. 

Згадавши про події в Мукачевому, періодичне 
відключення у східній Україні "5 каналу", перепони 
у пересуванні по країні опозиційних кандидатів, 
Добрянська наголосила, що інтерес США до подій 
в Україні викликаний тільки і лише проведенням 
вільних і справедливих виборів. 

"Наше єдине зацікавлення полягає у вільному й 
справедливому виборчому процесі, який сприятиме 
переходу України до демократії. Ми говорили це як 
українським керівникам, так й українській громад- 
ськості у наших публічних заявах," сказала вона. 


У автобус агітаторів Ющенка стріляли 


(Українська правда/УНІАН)--На Харківщині 
проти учасників мистецької акції на підтримку 
кандидата в президенти Ющенка було вчинено 
провокацію з стріляниною. 

Про це повідомляє прес-служба Української 
народної партії з посиланням на депутата Сергія 
Олексіюка, куратора Харківської області від УНП. 
За його словами, увечері 9 вересня у селі Волоська 
Балаклія Шевченківського району Харківської 
області до сільського будинку культури увірвалася 
група осіб "кримінальної зовнішності" у складі 10- 
12 осіб. 

Під час акції, заявку на проведення якої подавала 
УНП, невідомі закидали артистів і глядачів сирими 
яйцями і помідорами, пошкодили озвучувальну апа-- 
ратуру, чим зірвали запланований виступ артистів. 

Олексіюк повідомив, що серед глядачів виникла 

паніка, люди, серед яких було багато людей стар- 
шого віку та дітей, почали неорганізовано залишати 
залу, деякі з них падали на підлогу. 
"А тим часом хулігани безперешкодно залишили 
приміщення будинку культури, сіли у два автомобілі 
й зникли з місця злочину", - зазначив народний 
депутат. 

За словами Олексіюка, "за 30-50 метрів від будин-- 
ку культури з автомобіля "ДЕУ" (темно-зеленого 
кольору, державний номер 959-44 XK) вони здій-- 


снили чотири постріли у бік мікроавтобусів, якими 
приїхала концертна бригада. 

Інший автомобіль "Газель", на якому пересувалися 
хулігани, був без номерних знаків". 

"Не зважаючи на те, що письмово було повідом-- 
лено начальника Шевченківського райвідділу міліції 
про проведення масового заходу, останнім не було 
вжито належних заходів для охорони громадського 
порядку", - заявляє Олексіюк. 

Водночас, стверджує депутат, присутні на початку 
концерту заступник начальника Шевченківської 
міліції та дільничний міліціонер "за 5 хвилин до 
початку хуліганського погрому залишили примі- 
щення будинку культури і з'явилися там тільки тоді, 
коли хулігани зникли з місця злочину". 

За словами Олексіюка, на вимогу потерпілих 
вжити заходів для негайного перехоплення учасників 
погрому, зазначені правоохоронці "не відреагували". 

"Також я маю інформацію, що хуліганський пог-- 
ром у селі Волоська Балаклія, який супроводжу-- 
вався особливою зухвалістю, був вчинений групою 
"перевертнів" з числа працівників міліції, метою 
яких є залякування виборців та осіб, що підтри-- 
мують Ющенка", - заявлив депутат. 

Він також повідомив, що направив депутатське 
звернення до Генпрокурора та голови СБУ. 


Ph.: 471-4477 Fax: 477-0617 E-mail:ucss@telusplanet.net 


ССУК - це добродійна, громадська установа, яка постачає 


суспільні послуги серед української громади 


UCSS - апоп-ргобії organization, responding to the needs and 


interest of the Ukrainian Community 


UCSS is providing various services: 


* counselling and advice 

* information, referral 

* translation and interpretation 

* assistance to seniors and new immigrants 
* parcels and money delivered to Ukraine 
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"5 канал" відключили у другому 
за населенням місті 


(Українська правда) -У 
Харкові відключено мовлення "5 
каналу". Як повідомляє телеком-- 
панія, це сталося13-го вересня. 

Оператор кабельних мереж 
"Альфателекомунікації" без пояс-- 
нень виключив "5 канал" зі свого 
пакета. 

"На всі наші спроби з'ясувати 
причини відключення керівництво 
кабельного оператора не відпо- 
відає", - зазначає "5 канал". 
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зн а 


МОЛ ne 
орто ВОЮ 


MISSISSAUGA 


Прес-служба "5 каналу" наводить 
список кабельних операторів, які 
відключили "5 канал": 

» Донецька область, липень: 
"Надія" ("Донбастелемережа"), 
"Антарес" ("Укртелемережа"), 
"CKTen" (695), "Краматорськ" 

¢ Дніпропетровськ, серпень: 
"KCK" 

« Дніпродзержинськ: "АвторТБ" 

Ужгород, серпень: "Крам" 
(44), "Тевіант" 

Також є ряд операторів, які згід- 
но з ліцензією повинні показувати 
"5 канал" і не роблять цього: До- 
нецька область: Авдіївка "Хімік", 
Димитрів "Телерадіосервіс", 
Маріуполь "Альтаїр"; Полтавська 


область: "Сателіт", "Галактика". 

Два кабельні оператори пере- 
несли “5 канал" у дорожчі пакети, 
без жодного попередження: Дніп- 
ропетровськ - "Фальстап" (N2175), 
Кривий Ріг - "Теле Ком". 

Останнім часом на ситуацію нав- 
коло проблем "5 каналу" звернули 
увагу західні представники. Зок- 
рема, про це помічник заступника 
держсекретаря США Джон Теффт 
говорив із президентом Кучмою та 
прем'єром Януковичем, 

Також важливість поновлення 
мовлення "5 каналу" підкреслили 
доповідачки ПАРЄ по Україні 
Ханне Северінсен i Ренате Воль- 
венд. 


У Львові шабаш провокаторів 


(Українська правда) "Прес-служба Львівського облитабу Ющенка 
заявляє про прагнення "певних кіл зіткнути чолами одразу кілька 
штабів кандидатів у президенти". 

Штаб повідомляє, що у ніч з 5 на б вересня невідомі облили фарбою 
та розмалювали свастикою громадську приймальню Ющенка у Львів- 
ській області, атакож у Львові облито фарбою біг-борди Віктора Яну-- 
ковича. з 

Також здійснено спробу пошкодити місце, де колись розміщувався 
офіс Партії Регіонів, залишивши на зовнішній стороні будинку 
праворадикальні заклики. 

Як йдеться у повідомленні, також було пошкоджено офіси Конгресу 
українських націоналістів, УНА-УНСО, ОУН в Україні. 

Правонаціоналістичні гасла з'явилися на парканах багатьох вулиць 
Львова. При тому на будинках по вулиці Дудаєва невідомі зробили 
напис старої назви вулиці - Лермонтова. 

"Такі дрібні провокації вражають своїм примітивізмом і цинізмом", 
- заявляє прес-служба. 


512 BRISTOL RD. W. UNIT #1 
MISSISSAUGA, ONT. LSR 371 
(905) 568-9890 FAX: 568-9893 
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2265 BLOOR STREET. WEST SO-USE VOICE 

TORONTO, ONTARIO M6S ІРІ (416) 760-9940 

(416) 763-5575 FAX: 761-9604 SO 

1-800-322-9274 nterac 
INTERNET: www.so-use.com 
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FULL SERVICE 


Chequing Accounts 
Term Deposits 

Member Card (Interac) 
Master Card 

Children Accounts 

New Canadian Accounts 
Business Accounts 


ко 


ПОВНА ОБСЛУГА 


Моргиджі 
Персональні Позички 
Позички на Авта 
Подорожеві Чеки 
RRSP, Mutual Funds 


Mortgages 

Car Loans 

Line of Credit 
Travellers Cheques 
RRSP/RRIF 
Mutual Funds 

Car Leasing 
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Чекові Рахунки 

Термінові Депозити 
Членські Картки 

Мастер Кард 

Дитячі Рахунки 

Рахунки для Новоприбулих 
Бізнесові Рахунки 
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Come into So-Use Credit Union for all your financial needs 
Приходьте до Кредитової Спілки «СОЮЗ» щоб полагодити всі фінансові потреби 
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Immigration system broken down, says MP 


Cont. from Page 1 


“My grandparents and parents ar- 
rived here without knowing a word 
of English. 

Toronto was built by Italian and 
Portuguese construction workers 
who knew no English.” 

The Greater Toronto Area is cur- 
rently undergoing a labour shortage 
in the construction industry pre- 
cisely because of a lack of immi- 
grants, Wrzesnewskyj added. 

Both the industry and the unions 
are not concerned whether the im- 
migrants speak English, he noted. 

Change is also necessary in the 
way we handle visa applications, 
Wrzesnewskyj said. 

Both during his Ukrainian News 
interview and at a press conference 
in Toronto the previous week, he 
raised the issue of a widow from 
Ukraine, for whom he had to use his 
parliamentary privilege in order to 
enable her to come to Canada and 
pick up her husband’s remains. 

Tetyana Kukharska of Lviv had 
been refused a visa twice by the Ca- 
nadian embassy in Kyiv. 

Wrzesnewskyj provided a letter 
giving his personal guarantee that 

Tetyana Kukharska would return to 
Ukraine so that the Canadian em- 
bassy would issue her a visa. 


PHOTO — JOHN HERRON 
Left to Right: Tetyana Kukharska, Borys Wrzesnewskyj and Etobicoke 
Centre Constituency Assistant Yvan Baker at the Toronto press confer- 
ence. 


As a result his wife no longer had 
a sponsor and therefore was not eli- 
gible for a visa. Tetyana wanted to 
come to Canada, have her husband 
cremated and given a Christian 
burial in Ukraine. Vitaly Kukhar- 
skyy had saved up US$13,000 and 
C$1,600 in a Ukrainian Credit 
Union account and his wife was eli- 
gible to access those funds for his 
funeral costs and keep the balance, 
provided if she could show up in 


Her late husband, Vitaly Kukhar- 
skyy had successfully applied for 
refugee status in Canada and was in 
the process of sponsoring his wife 
and daughter to join him, when he 
fell ill and died in hospital. 


Wrzesnewskyj appointed to 
immigration committee 


(UkrNews)—Andy Savoy, MP from New Brunswick and chair of the 
National Liberal Caucus announced on Sept. 9 the appointment of Borys 
Wrzesnewskyj to the new immigration committee. 

“As we move into a new parliament with a minority situation it is more 
important than ever that we bring strong policies forward for parliamen- 
tarians and Canadians to consider,” Savoy explained. “These three com- 
mittees will ensure that our policies on three topical issues are well founded 
before we implement them.” 

The Special Liberal Caucus Committee on Immigration was one of 
three new committees created by the Liberal Caucus following a plan- 
ning retreat in Ottawa from Aug. 23-25. 

"І am very excited to have Borys Wrzesnewskyj on this committee,” 
Savoy said. “His experience in operating a business founded by immi- 
grants and in working to promote human rights in his ancestral Ukraine 
will bring important perspective to the deliberations which will help make 
good policy for Canadians.” 

The committee begins its work immediately to provide input on the 
Speech from the Throne and later a more detailed agenda for the govern- 
ment. 


Canada should send more 
electionobservers, MP says 


(UkrNews/RFE/RL)—Canada should send more election observers to 
Ukraine, says a recently-elected Liberal MP. 

And the foreign ministry should also ensure that they stay for the sec- 
ond round of the presidential elections, he added. 

The ministry is receptive to the idea, Borys Wrzesnewskyj told Ukrai- 
nian News, Sept. 10. 

He said Canada is committed to sending 40 observers, 15 of them long- 
term, adding that he is also trying to organize a parliamentary group to 
come over as observers. 

Another thing that would like to see is the presence of international 
observers in places like Moscow and St. Petersburg, where polls will be 
held for Ukrainian citizens living abroad. 

“Tt could turn out to be quite suspect if in places like Moscow and St. 
Petersburg there are 100,000 votes — all in favour of one particular candi- 
date,”’ he added. 

In fact over 500,000 signatures in favour of the ruling authorities’ can- 
didate, Viktor Yanukovych, have been gathered in Russia, reports the 
“Ukrayinska Pravda” web site. 

Yuriy Klochkovskyy, a representative of opposition presidential candi- 
date Viktor Yushchenko in the Central Election Commission, has demanded 


person to get them. 

Kukharska paid US$55 for each 
of two normal visa applications, 
both refused, and an additional 
US$150 for the special visa that was 
finally arranged for her. Her profes- 


_ a probe into who collected them. 


“Tf the instructions [to collect signatures for Yanukovych] were passed 
via the embassy and consulates of the Ukrainian state [in Russia], it was a 
violation of Ukrainian legislation and those signatures are not valid,” 
Klochkovskyy said. 

“Tf this was done with the help of Russian power bodies and Russian 
citizens, who are forbidden to take part in the elections of the Ukrainian 
president, this [would provoke] even more questions.” 


sional earnings as a doctor amount 
to only US$50 per month, so the 
whole approval process ultimately 
cost her over five month’s salary. 

To make matters worse and add- 
ing a final insult, although she ar- 
rived at the visa office at 9 am, she 
was kept waiting until 7 pm before 
she received her visa, despite the 
fact that a Canadian Member of Par- 
liament had provided the special 
documentation. 

Wrzesnewskyj attributed the 
problems Kukharska had to a lack 
of resources and front line employ- 
ees who have haven't been given the 
type of training necessary to deal 
with people. 

“If people can’t find a legal route 
then people will start looking for il- 
legal routes and a whole industry 
can grow around that,” he told 
Ukrainian News. 

Wrzesnewskyj added that Immi- 
gration Minister Judy Sgro was very 
helpful in resolving the Kukharskyy 
case. 

(See also “Wrzesnewskyj helps 
widow obtain visa”, Ukrainian 
News, August 18-31, 2004.) 


The Ukrainian Dnipro 
Ensemble of Edmonton 


50" ANNIVERSARY CONCERT 


"A Celebration of Ukrainian Song” 


Maria Dytyniak, Conductor 


Striving For Excellence In Catholic Education 


бе, 


Оп October 18th 
lee, 


JANICE SARICH 


Trustee - Ward 2 
-~ Edmonton Catholic Sch 
Direct Ph: (780) 476-9716 imonton Catholic School Board 
Direct Fax: (780) 476-9521 
Email: janicesarich@shaw.ca 
www.janicesarich.com 


‘A Strong Voice To Represent Our Community's 
Catholic Education Needs” 


he 


The Bishop Budka Charitable Society in 
collaboration with Ukrainian Canadian Social 
Services and the Human Rights, Citizenship 

and Multiculturalism Education Fund 
is now offering a full range of 
CONFIDENTIAL, FREE, HELPING SERVICES tailored to 
meet the needs of immigrants from Eastern Europe including: 


*COUNSELLING (individual/ couples/ family) *SUPPORT GROUPS 
*CONSULTING *CAREER COUNSELLING *WORKSHOPS 
*STRESS/ HEALTH MANAGEMENT 
*INFORMATION, REFERRAL, ADVOCACY 
OFFICE OR YOUR HOME APPOINTMENTS AVAILABLE 
DAY, EVENING, WEEKEND AND OUT OF TOWN 
SERVICES AVAILABLE IN ENGLISH, UKRAINIAN, SERBIAN AND CROATIAN 


Please call us at: (780) 471-5606 E-mail: simcisin@yahoo.ca 
Fax: (780) 477-0617 


Edmonton Granite Memorials 


EGM personalized designs ONS зале 


serving Albertans with dignity 
for over 36 years ів 


Honour Your Family 
witha 
Work of Art 


Such monuments are available 
in various designs, styles and 
types of granite. 
All professionally manufactured 
in any price range that 
you may choose. 


Courtesy Car - Senior Citizen Discounts > Pre-Need Arrangements 
OPEN: Mon.-Sat.. 8:00 - 5:00 
11023 - 97 St. Edmonton, Alberta T5H 2N1 Ph: 425-6311; 425-6320 


SATURDAY, OCTOBER 16, 2004 


Едмонтонський Хор ДНІПРО 


запрошує Вас святкувати 50-літній Ювілей 


СВЯТОЧНИЙ КОНЦЕРТ 
в СУБОТУ 16-го ЖОВТНЯ, 2004 р. 


KNOX UNITED CHURCH 


Kalyna Book Store: 942 Main Street Ph: 582-2832 


400 Edmonton Street 
Winnipeg, Manitoba 


Curtain Rises 7:00 PM 
Tickets - $10, Children under 12 - Free 


For tickets contact: 
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Влада почала щпигувати 
за міжнародними 
спостерігачами 


(Українська правда)- -Начальник пол-- 
тавського штабу Ющенка нардеп Валерій 
Асадчев стверджує, що місцева влада нака- 
зує слідкувати за міжнародними спосте- 
рігачами за виборами. 

Документ що це описує потрапив із 
Полтавської держадміністрації, повідомляє 
прес-служба Української народної партії, 
до якої належить Асадчев. 

Асадчев цитує уривок із наказу: "Для 
забезпечення оперативного інформування 
Штабу Міжвідомчої робочої групи при 
Кабінеті Міністрів України про перебу-- 
вання в районі (місті) спостерігачів виз-- 
начити відповідального працівника, пові-- 
домити його контактний телефон". 

"Зобов'язати зазначеного працівника 
відслідковувати факти перебування іно-- 
земних спостерігачів, про що інформувати 
чергового регіональної робочої групи за 
вказаним телефоном. Інформація повинна 
містити такі відомості: 

* кількість спостерігачів, їх прізвища, 
імена, країна (організація), що їх направила; 


* які об'єкти вони відвідали, з ким зус- 
трічалися; 

* які були звернення, які порушувались 
питання, яким чином вони були вирішені; 

* відгуки та оцінка перебігу виборчого 
процесу з боку спостерігачів; 

* інша інформація". 

Як зазначив Асадчев, "передавати інфор- 
мацію черговому регіональної робочої 
групи необхідно негайно після з'ясування 
зазначених вище відомостей", - саме так 
ідеться в наказі. 

"...Запроваджено щоденне (у вихідні дні 
включно) чергування..." 

Асадчев також звернув увагу на адресатів 
листа. "Від Полтавської обладміністрації - 
голові районної держадміністрації, місь- 
кому голові міст обласного підпорядку- 
вання, голові територіальної виборчої комі- 
сії по виборах президента України". 

Як відомо, раніше штаб Ющенка пові- 
домляв про інструкції керівництва міліції 
протидіяти опозиції у регіонах. МВС ці 
звинувачення відкинула. 


Представники «Нашої 
України» на Прикарпатті 
переконані, що голоси 


заробітчан 


на виборах 


використає влада 


Іван Костюк, Радіо Свобода 

Мільйони голосів українців, які працю- 
ють за кордоном, на переконання пред- 
ставників івано-франківської обласної 
організації блоку "Наша Україна", будуть 
бодай частково використані владою на 
підтримку свого кандидата. Голоси заро- 
бітчан можуть скласти вагому частку при 
обранні Президента, хоча більшість з них 
участі у виборах не візьме. 

Близько 300 тисяч мешканців Івано- 
Франківщини, за неофіційними підрахун- 
ками, які подають громадські організації та 
опозиційні політичні партії, зараз неле- 
гально працюють за кордоном. Загалом по 
Україні ця цифра становить від 4 до 7-ми 
мільйонів осіб. Разом з тим Міністерство 
закордонних справ заявило про не більше 
200 тисяч українських заробітчан за кор- 
доном. 

В івано-франківській обласній організа- 
ції блоку "Наша Україна" заявляють, що 
робитимуть усе, щоб контролювати на ви- 
борчих дільницях регіону під час прези- 
дентських виборів, як використовувати- 
муться голоси заробітчан. Підставою для 
цього став місцевий референдум, який 
відбувся в одному з сіл Городенківського 
району області. 

Під час голосування із тисячі ста осіб, 
внесених у список, майже сотня - це були 
нелегальні заробітчани. Голова сільської 
ради без тіні сумніву назвав цих людей, 
внесених у список і які не брали участі у 
виборах, своїм адміністративним резервом. 
Заступник голови обласної організації 
блоку "Наша Україна" Олександр Сич 
наголощує, що українські представництва 
за кордоном не готові прийняти сотні тисяч 
заробітчан під час виборів. 

Не обумовлює процедури такого голосу- 
вання також розмито сформульований 
відповідний закон України, Олександр Сич 
наголошує: 


"Очевидно, ми могли б сьогодні гово- 
рити, яким чином мав би виглядати закон. 
Але це вже ніякого значення не має. Ска- 
жімо, для того, щоб люди з'явились на 
голосування, можна було б передбачити 
варіант, коли людина приходить, показує 
паспорт громадянина України і голосує. 
Очевидно, що це був би найкращий варіант. 
Очевидно, слід було б передбачити, що 
виборчі дільниці створяться не лише при 
консульських установах, а в місцях компак- 
тного проживання українців. А я переко- 
наний, що консульські установи добре 
орієнтуються, де проживають українці, які 
є на заробітках". 

Але на виборчі дільниці такі заробітчани, 
очевидно, не прийдуть. Адже прийти, як 
наголошують юристи, які представляють 
політичну опозицію, це означає заявити про 
своє нелегальне перебування в іноземній 
державі. На цьому, зокрема, наголошує, 
професійний дипломат, заступник голови 
Української народної партії Антон 
Бутейко: 

"Зі свого досвіду я переконаний, що ті 
громадяни України, які проживають за 
кордоном нелегально, жоден з них не 
з'явиться на виборчій дільниці, тому що 
вони чітко усвідомлюють. І я не розумію 
тієї інформації, яку дає влада: мовляв, не 
бійтеся, приходьте голосувати. Такі 
заклики ведуть до "підстави" громадян 
України за кордоном. Тому що в будь-якій 
державі існує спецслужба, яка відстежує і 
виловлює всіх нелегалів". 

На переконання Антона Бутейка, поява 
нелегала на виборчій дільниці - це ідеальна 
нагода для спецслужб затримати його і 
вислати з країни. Представникам блоку 
"Наша Україна" на Івано-Франківщині, 
згідно з їхньою ж заявою, залишається 
єдине: контролювати, щоб голоси 
заробітчан не були вкинуті до виборчих 
скриньок. Звичайно ж, на підтримку 
провладного кандидата. 
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В Криму політики 
намагаються зробити 
висновки 3 
бесланської трагедії 


Володимир Притула, Радіо Свобода 

Президент України Леонід Кучма заявив 
7-го вересня у Криму, що правоохоронні 
органи відстежують ситуацію у зв'язку з 
появою останнім часом на півострові пред-- 
ставників радикальних й екстремістських 
ісламських течій та організацій. Так він 
відповів на запитання, яких заходів вживає 
держава у зв'язку із заявою голови Медж-- 
лісу кримськотатарського народу Мустафи 
Джемілєва про бездіяльність влади у 
зв'язку з появою таких емісарів в Криму. 
Леонід Кучма висловив жаль у зв'язку з 
тим, що в Україні досі немає закону про 
боротьбу з екстремізмом та його проявами, 
з якими останнім часом стикаються 
кримські татари. 

Він додав: "якщо буде щось таке, що 
представлятиме загрозу Україні, ми обо- 
в'язково відповідних заходів вживемо". 

Перебуваючи у Криму, Кучма відвідав 
полк спеціального призначення внутрішніх 
військ МВС України. Глава держави і 
присутні на заході вшанували хвилиною 
мовчання пам'ять жертв у північно- 
осетинському місті Беслані. Згаданий полк 
розташований в селищі Краснокам'янка, 
що на сході Криму. Саме в цьому регіоні і 
досі зберігається напруга у стосунках між 
мусульманами і християнами, між KPHMCb— 
котатарським і російськомовним населен-- 
ням. Саме тут у 90-i відбулися масові 
заворушення серед кримських татар. 

Лідер Меджлісу кримськотатарського 
народу Мустафа Джемілєв одним із пер-- 
ших засудив дії нападників у Беслані. В 
інтерв'ю радіо "Свобода" він заявив, що 
останні події в Росії викликають зане- 
покоєння та осуд у всього кримсько- 
татарського народу. 

"Жодні шляхетні цілі не можуть бути 
виправданням цих жорстоких злочинів. 
Особливе обурення викликає те, що всі ці 
злочини і нелюдські дії прикриваються 
нашою священною релігією - Ісламом, 
фундаментальні принципи якого абсо- 
лютно не тільки не сприймають захоплення 
заручників та вбивство невинних людей, 
але й розглядають подібні дії як важкий гріх 
перед Всевишнім. Одночасно ці дії є 
брудною провокацією проти всього Іслам-- 
ського світу, насамперед проти народів і тих 
країн, на захист яких вони начебто 
виступають, - заявив Мустафа Джемілєв. 

Він вважає, що російські спецслужби 
діяли непрофесійно, бо допустили численні 
жертви під час штурму. Джемілєв також 
закликав кримчан бути пильними і не 
піддаватися на провокації. 

Про це ж іде мова й у спеціальному 


зверненні голови Ради міністрів Криму 
Сергія Куницина. Він вважає, що мешканці 
Криму мусять винести для себе суворий 
урок із подій у Беслані. За його словами, 
заїжджі політичні авантюристи та їхні 
прихильники в Криму намагаються посіяти 
зерна міжетнічних суперечок, але він 
жорстко зупинятиме тих, хто спекулює на 
міжнаціональній ворожнечі. 

Лідер кримських комуністів Леонід Грач 
у своїй заяві щодо подій на Північному 
Кавказі теж згадав націоналістів та екс- 
тремістів у Криму. Але він був більш KaTe— 
горичний у своїх висловлюваннях, заявив-- 
ши також, що міжнародний тероризм ство-- 
рили США |і "сліди від північноосетинської 
трагедії ведуть до Вашінгтону". Обста- 
новку ж у регіоні він назвав надзвичайно 
небезпечною. 

7 У Криму вже давно відкрито діють вах- 
хабістські емісари і прихильники ради- 
кального ісламу. На жаль, влада не вживає 
адекватних дій із забезпечення національної 
безпеки", - заявив Леонід Грач. 

Втім, голова Меджлісу Джемілєв нагадав 
лідеру кримських комуністів, що саме він, 
коли кілька років тому був при владі у Кри- 
му, широко відчинив двері до Криму для 
різних ісламських радикалів. Саме тоді, на 
думку Джемілєва, почали масово виникати 
так звані автономні мусульманські грома- 
ди, які відмовлялися підпорядковуватися 
підконтрольному Меджлісу Муфтіяту 
Криму, і на чолі яких стояли прихильники 
так званого "чистого?" ісламу. 

Каже Мустафа Джемілєв: "Справлі, в 
Криму є послідовники деяких єретичних 
течій Ісламу, які привезені з-за меж Криму, 
вони для нашого регіону не характерні. я 
робив заяви у зв'язку з тим, що органи 
влади, у першу чергу Комітет у справах 
релігій при Раді міністрів автономії, по- 
турає створенню так званих автономних 
релігійних організацій, Навіть стимулює ці 
процеси та ініціює створення "паралель- 
ного" Муфтіяту, аби лиш нашкодити 
Меджлісу. Щоб ці автономні громади під- 
порядковувалися не обраному мусульма- 
нами півострова Муфтіяту, а своїм 
закордонним господарям. Але якихось дій 
з боку цих ісламських єретиків немає. 
Якщо не вважати антиамериканських 
листівок, в яких мовилося, що ті, хто не 
підтримує джихаду проти Сполучених 
Штатів, то це, мовляв, невірні", - заявив 
Мустафа Джемілев. 

7-го вересня у Симферополі пройшов 
стихійний мітинг у пам'ять жертв Беслана. 
У ньому взяли участь близько 50 осіб - 
переважно кримські татари. 


СБУ спіймала чотирьох шпигунів 


(Українська правда/ УНІАН)- -СБУ у 
Києві затримала чотирьох іноземців, які 
займалися протиправною діяльністю під 
керівництвом "колишнього" кадрового 
співробітника іноземної спецслужби. 

Про це йдеться в повідомленні прес- 
центру СБУ щодо вжиття заходів у сфері 
боротьби з тероризмом, охорони державної 
таємниці, контррозвідувального захисту 
економіки, протидії корупції та орга- 
нізованій злочинності. 

Зокрема, відзначили у прес-центрі, cep— 
йозних заходів Службою безпеки України 
вжито у сфері охорони і контррозвіду-- 
вального захисту державної таємниці. 

Створено відповідну нормативно-пра-- 
вову базу та суттєво оптимізовано систему 
охорони державних секретів, що дозволило 
значно підвищити рівень захисту державної 
таємниці, а також заощадити державі 
майже 40 млн. грн. 

Завдяки вжитим контррозвідкою заходам 


вдалося запобігти заподіянню великих 
збитків у сфері економічної та інфор- 
маційної безпеки держави. 

Зокрема, у Луганській області припи- 
нено спробу посадових осіб одного з нау- 
ково-дослідних інститутів передати за 
кордон науково-технічну документацію, у 
якій містилися відомості, що становлять 
конфіденційну інформацію, яка є 
власністю держави. 

У Хмельницькій та Запорізькій областях 
запобігли фактам витоку за кордон 
важливих відомостей, що становлять 
державну таємницю. Розслідування 
кримінальних справ за даними фактами 
закінчено, і вони перебувають на розгляді 
у судах. 

У Києві, згідно з вироком суду, визнано 
винними і засуджено чотирьох іноземців, 
котрі займалися протиправною діяльністю 
під керівництвом "колишнього" кадрового 
співробітника іноземної спецслужби. 
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Ukraine’s pro-presidential 
parliamentary majority disintegrates 


By Taras Kuzio 

(Jamestown Foundation)—The pro-presidential ma- 
jority in the Ukrainian parliament collapsed when 15 
out of the 30 deputies in the moderate Democratic Ini- 
tiatives-People’s Power faction defected. 

The disintegration is a major blow to Prime Minister 
Viktor Yanukovych’s election campaign. Yanukovych 
described the move as “treacherous,” caused by the 
acute “politicization” of the 2004 presidential elections. 
“Tt is unpleasant for me to say this, but I have no choice 
but to do so: currently parliament is becoming an un- 
productive partner” of the government. The move is 
particularly damaging as this faction is headed by 
Stepan Havrysh, Yanukovych’s official representative 
in the Central Election Commission. 

Another 21 deputies in the Agrarian faction also with- 
drew from the parliamentary majority. This faction is 
led by Volodymyr Lytvyn, the speaker of parliament. 
Lytvyn was head of the presidential administration in 
1997-2002 and head of the pro-presidential For a United 
Ukraine bloc in the March 2002 parliamentary elec- 
tions. 

Along with these defections in parliament, Crimean 
branches of Yanukovych’s Regions of Ukraine and 
Medvedchuk’s SDPUo are defecting to challenger 
Viktor Yushchenko’s “Our Ukraine.” Members of 
Yanukovych’s coalition, such as Ivan Czyzh’s All- 
Ukrainian Union of the Left — Justice, have also de- 
fected in the key Donetsk region, and the Democratic 
Party’s branch in the Crimea has also gone over to 
Yushchenko. 

Two factors explain Lytvyn’s disassociation from 
Yanukovych. First, Lytvyn is looking out for his per- 
sonal survival in the post-Kuchma era. Lytvyn was 
present during the meeting recorded by presidential 
guard Mykola Melnychenko where President Kuchma 
ordered Interior Minister Yuriy Kravchenko to “deal” 
with opposition journalist Heorhiy Gongadze. 
(Gongadze was abducted on Sept. 16, 2000, and his 
decapitated body found two months later.) The 
Gongadze issue remains unresolved and is a major fac- 
tor contributing towards Ukraine’s poor international 
image. 

Second, moderates in the pro-presidential camp are 
perturbed at а number of strategic issues. Personal ani- 
mosity between Lytvyn and current presidential admin- 
istration head Viktor Medvedchuk is acute, especially 
since parliament condemned the blatant fraud in the 
April Mukachiv mayoral elections. Since summer 
Lytvyn has complained about Medvedchuk’s Social 
Democratic United Party (SDPUo) decision to support 
the Peasant Party as a pliant alternative to Lytvyn’s 
Agrarians, including attempts to poach its members. 

The withdrawal of Lytvyn’s Agrarians has put a nail 
in the coffin of Kuchma and Medvedchuk’s second at- 
tempt to railroad constitutional changes through par- 
liament before election day. In March the first defec- 
tors from the pro-presidential camp created the Center 
faction that led to the failure of the first attempt to switch 
key powers from the president to the prime minister. 

Communist Party candidate Petro Symonenko, who 
supports the constitutional changes, has therefore criti- 
cized the disintegration of the pro-presidential parlia- 
mentary majority. Meanwhile, Yushchenko, who al- 
ways believed the constitutional changes were meant 
to take executive power away from him in the event of 
his election victory, welcomed its disintegration. 

Moderates in the pro-presidential camp are also un- 
happy with the choice of presidential candidate 
Yanukovych, both because of his criminal record and 
his Donbas links. Yet a third factor is the manner in 
which Yanukovych is conducting his election campaign 
which, despite promises by him and President Kuchma 
to hold free and fair elections, has been dominated by 
massive violations. 


Parliament therefore voted on Sept. 7 for two reso- 
lutions. One resolution, which was supported by 390 
deputies, called for an equal playing field for all presi- 
dential candidates, especially with regard to media ac- 
cess. Three television channels controlled by 
Medvedchuk (State Channel 1, 1+1, and Inter) provide 
positive coverage of Yanukovych and only highly nega- 
tive coverage of Yushchenko. The second resolution, 
creating a commission to investigate campaign infrac- 
tions, was only adopted because the Agrarians sup- 
ported it. 

Not surprisingly, the SDPUo was the least support- 
ive of both resolutions, as they were tantamount to criti- 
cism of the presidential administration’s manipulative 
role in the election campaign. Yanukovych, whose fac- 
tion also did not support the second resolution, ordered 
the Justice Ministry to provide a legal assessment of 
the parliamentary commission. The newly formed com- 
mission is headed by Lytvyn and includes one repre- 
sentative from each faction, the Central Election Com- 
mission, and different branches of the security forces. 

Ukraine’s parliamentary majority has been a hetero- 
geneous coalition cobbled together after the 2002 elec- 
tions. Its thin majority could be seen in May 2002, when 
Lytvyn was elected parliamentary speaker by a one- 
vote margin, which resulted from the defection of one 
Communist deputy. The majority increased its size by 
another 15-20 deputies in 2002-2003 through intimi- 
dation and blackmail of opposition factions. These ad- 
ditional “recruits” were always likely to be the first to 
abandon the majority when the opportunity arose. 

The hard core of the majority consists of presiden- 
tial administration head Medvedchuk’s SDPUo and 
Prime Minister Yanukovych’s Regions of Ukraine party, 
representing the Kyiv and Donbas clans respectively. 
Together these two factions make up 103 out of the 
183 seats of what is left of the parliamentary “major- 
ity. » 
A third member of the “majority” is led by Serhiy 
Tyhipko, the head of Yanukovych’s campaign. 
Tyhipko’s Labor Ukraine party. although representing 
the important Dnipropetrovsk clan, is the smallest of 
the oligarchic parties with a bare 30,000 members. This 
faction adds another 30 deputies. 

If elected president, Yushchenko has promised to cre- 
ate a broad new parliamentary majority. This could in- 
clude Tyhipko’s Labor Ukraine (Tyhipko was a mem- 
ber of the 2000-2001 Yushchenko government) but 
would certainly exclude the SDPUo. Former President 
Leonid Kravchuk, the SDPUo parliamentary faction 
leader, has already stated that the SDPUo is ready, if 
Yanukovych loses the elections, to move from a party- 
of-power to an opposition party. 

The remaining factions in the parliamentary “major- 
ity” are even more lukewarm members. The People’s 
Democratic Party (NDP) has a joint faction of 17 depu- 
ties with Anatoliy Kinakh’s Party of Industrialists and 
Entrepreneurs (PPPU). This group unites Valeriy 
Pustovoitenko’s NDP, which officially supports 
Yanukovych but is highly unenthusiastic, with Kinakh, 
who is a presidential candidate himself. Kinakh is on 
record as stating that anybody with a criminal record 
(i.e. Yanukovych) should not be allowed to become 
president. Not surprisingly, Yanukovych has launched 
proceedings to revoke Kinakh’s candidacy. 

The parliamentary “majority” is now down to only 
183 deputies, compared to 198 members of the four op- 
position factions. The steadfast members of the pro- 
presidential camp are the SDPUo (40), Regions of 
Ukraine (63), and, to a lesser degree, Labor Ukraine 
(30). As one well-known commentator pointed out be- 
fore these latest defections, “Viktor Yanukovych does 
not have real allies, except for the Regions of Ukraine 
Party”. This is now even more the case with the disin- 
tegration of the pro-presidential parliamentary coalition. 
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Investigator says he was sacked for showing election fraud link 


By Askold Krushelnycky 
and Ivan Lozowy, 
The Independent, Sept. 7, 2004 
A Ukrainian law enforcement of- 
ficial claims he was fired because 
his investigations into a multi-mil- 
lion pound fraud and money laun- 
dering scheme showed the money 
had been used to fund the election 
campaign of the country’s president. 
Oleksiy Donskiy held the rank of 
captain in the investigation branch 
of the Ukrainian Prosecutor’s de- 
partment in Kyiv. The job combines 
the role of detective and lawyer to 
gather evidence for prosecutions. 
He contacted The Independent af- 


ter the newspaper printed a series of place to control the murder investi- 
articles showing that the Ukrainian gation. 

General Prosecutor’s office sat on 
evidence which linked the 2000 
murder of journalist Heorhiy 
Gongadze to President Leonid 
Kuchma’s administration. 

Leaked documents showed mem- 
bers of the secret police followed 
Gongadze, who was campaigning 
against government corruption, and 
may have been involved in his ab- 
duction. Opposition political parties 
and some senior law enforcement 
officials believe the General Pros- 
ecutor, Henadiy Vasilyev, who was 
appointed by Kuchma, was put in 
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Our Ukraine accuses police 


of working against opposition 


(RFE/RL)—Our Ukraine official Taras Stetskiv told journalists on Sept. 
8 that the Interior Ministry has created regional groups of police officers 
from departments dealing with economic and organized crime to support 
the presidential campaign of Prime Minister Yanukovych and counteract 
the campaigns of opposition candidates, the “Ukrayinska pravda” website 
reported. 

Stetskiv alleged that such groups are coordinated by the ministry with 
unsigned faxes with secret directives sent to the provinces. “Only mem- 
bers of these groups know about the existence of such directives,” Stetskiv 
added. He showed one such purported fax to journalists. 

The document included instructions to monitor election meetings in 
the regions, prevent opposition candidates from placing their campaign 
advertisements on commercial billboards, spot those officials in local 
power bodies who sympathize with the opposition, prevent opposition 
election staff members in Kyiv from sending advertising materials or 
money to the provinces, and thwart the printing of election campaign 
advertisements by opposition candidates in the provinces. 


OSCE starts monitoring elections 


(RFE/RL)—The OSCE Office for Democratic Institutions and Human 
Rights (ODIHR) has established an Election Observation Mission to moni- 
tor the Oct. 31 presidential elections in Ukraine, the OSCE website re- 
ported on Sept. 6. The mission will be led by Ambassador Geert Ahrens. 
The mission will comprise 12 international experts based currently in 
Kyiv, who will be joined by 45 long-term observers based in regional 
cities throughout Ukraine. Shortly before election day, the ODIHR will 
deploy some 600 short-term observers across Ukraine. 
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Canada’s 
disgraceful ‘targets’ 


зо 6. 


Canada’s “target” of 1800 immigrants per year for Ukraine is disgrace- 
ful and exposes some very serious problems within the immigration sys- 
tem and the formula used. 

Considering the 58 percent “success rate” the Embassy of Canada in 
Kyiv reports, this only amounts to 1100 immigrants per year out of a total 
of 300,000 immigrants to Canada per year. 

In proportionate terms, this represents .03 percent of the total immigra- 
tion to Canada, or one tenth of the proportion of Canadians of Ukrainian 
origin currently living in this country. 

What’s more, it is very hard for us to see the difference between the 
term “target” and the term “quota’’, except for the semantic one. 

This quota becomes even harder to justify when one takes into consid- 
eration several facts. 

First, Ukrainians are a Canadian regional founding nation. Settlers from 
Ukraine cleared much of the Prairies and, without them, Canada might 
have had a much different geographic makeup. Up to the 1890s much of 
Western Canada had been settled by settlers from the United States who, 
had they formed a majority, could, in time, have pressed for annexation. 
That, after all, is how Texas and California became part of the United 
States. 

Second, Ukrainian immigration to Canada had been at a virtual stand- 
still for about 40 years during the Cold War. This, if anything, calls for 
affirmative action, rather than a grossly low quota. 

Third, the Ukrainian community in Canada has a very well developed 
infrastructure that both serves as a resource to assist the successful inte- 
gration of immigrants into Canadian society and is, in itself, in need of 
new blood for continued development and even its existence. 

Etobicoke Centre MP Borys Wrzesnewskyj has pledged to get to the 
bottom of this. Hopefully his efforts will produce some positive changes. 

It should be noted that increasing Ukrainian immigration to Ukraine is 
a “national objective” defined as such by none other than Prime Minister 
Paul Martin himself. 

During a meeting with the Ukrainian community in St. Michael’s Ukrai- 
nian Catholic Church on April 134, 2003, then leadership candidate Mar- 
tin referred to Ukrainian Canadians as “the bedrock of this land”. 

“And there is no doubt that the bedrock has to be replenished. Because 
(the more) people immigrate here from Ukraine, the stronger this country 
will be,” he said. (See Ukrainian News, April 16-29, 2003.) 

One way to increase immigration from Ukraine is to overhaul the cur- 
rent immigration system — in particular the point system. 

Currently, the system works as a virtual “brain drain” siphoning off the 
best and brightest from developing countries who desperately need their 
talents and have invested many scarce resources into educating them. What 
makes it worse is that often, their degrees are not recognized in Canada 
which leads to their underemployment and frustration. 

Another anomaly is the “business class” of immigrant. Designed to spur 
investment into Canada’s economy, this classification often leads to pro- 
hibitive property values for resident Canadians when this “investment” is 
channeled into real estate. 

A third element which limits immigration is the language requirement. 

Canada was not built by rich and educated immigrants who spoke one 
of the two official languages (aside from those coming from countries 
where one those languages were also the official ones). 

Instead it was built by poorly educated, sometimes illiterate immigrants 
with nothing but a desire to escape poverty at home and a willingness to 
work hard in order to create a better life for themselves and their children. 

It is time to return to these values. 
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Our dead and injured children 


Beslan was barbaric — so has been Russia’s reign of terror in Chechnya 


By Ahmed Zakaev, The Guardian, Sept. 7, 2004 

The bloody denouement to the Beslan tragedy was 
barbaric: no other word will suffice. There could never 
be any justification for terrorists who we are told shot 
fleeing hostages in the back — nor for those who died 
at the hands of the ill-judged Spetsnaz operation. I have 
been asked many times about Chechen involvement in 
this appalling bloodbath. Of course there can be no de- 
nying the direct link between the Beslan tragedy and 
the war in Chechnya. The president of North Ossetia, 
Alexander Dzasokhoy, made it clear that the terrorists’ 
only demand was an end to the war in Chechnya and the 
withdrawal of all the Russian forces from our country. 

For the past five years that has been the sole concern 
of the Chechen nation, led by its legitimate, elected 
president, Aslan Maskhadoy: to end the fighting and 
force Russian troops to leave Chechnya. 

Ten years ago Chechnya had a population of 2 mil- 
lion. Today it is 800,000, and Vladimir Putin has an 
army of what we estimate to be up to 300,000 Russian 
soldiers in Chechnya inflicting a regime of terror. Many 
Chechens are refugees and many others have simply 
disappeared, often in the night. At least 200,000 
Chechen civilians have been killed by Russian soldiers, 
including 35,000 children. Another 40,000 children 
have been seriously injured, 32,000 have lost at least 
one parent and 6,500 have been orphaned. These are 
figures supported by reports of human rights 
organisations such as Amnesty International, and we 
believe they are conservative. This is how Putin’s sol- 
diers treat Chechen civilians. 

We feel trapped on a treadmill which is not of our 
own making. In 1990, at the height of Mikhail 
Gorbachov’s perestroika, we were told that our repub- 
lic would be put on an equal footing with others in a 
renewed Soviet Union. But the Soviet Union collapsed 
and in 1993 Russia decided that if it was to recreate its 
empire within the former frontiers, it could start with 
us. There was no justification for Russia invading 
Chechnya either in 1994 or in 1999. 

In 1993, four years after our declaration of sover- 
eignty, Russia arbitrarily included the Chechen Repub- 
lic as part of its territory in the new constitution of the 
Russian federation. It did this in spite of the way things 
were, de facto and de jure, for Chechnya and its 
neighbours. Unlike other formerly autonomous Soviet 
republics, the Chechen republic did not give in to the 


many threats intended to force it to sign the federal 
treaty with Russia. 

When Putin unleashed the dogs of war on Chechnya 
in order to occupy it for a second time, he christened 
his attack a “counter-terrorist operation in the northern 
Caucasus”. Many of us did not realise the significance 
of that then. Now, with hindsight, we can see that the 
idea was to discredit the very notion of statehood for 
Chechnya. While a minority of Chechens regarded 
Putin’s onslaught against us as justified, the majority 
of the nation has kept faith with its elected president, 
Maskhadov. 

Five years have passed since then, and little has 
changed. Especially since Sept. 11 2001, President 
Maskhadov’s government has systematically disowned 
any links with international terrorism. Such assurances, 
however, have not been enough: the lack of any evi- 
dence of links between us and any international terror- 
ist network has failed to dent the firmly held views of 
Putin and his friends. 

Putin has been blaming every act of terrorism in Rus- 
sia on the Chechens and by his linking our efforts to 
achieve freedom with monstrous acts of terrorism, each 
more terrible than the last, Putin and his government 
are trying to force us to renounce any claims to inde- 
pendence. The Kremlin will not, however, succeed. 
Freedom for Chechnya is in our blood and in the 
struggle that stretches back for centuries. President 
Maskhdoy and his supporters, including myself, will 
never endorse or support terrorism to achieve this in- 
dependence. Our aim is to strive for a peaceful resolu- 
tion to an end to the barbaric injustice that is being 
dealt out to the Chechens by Russia’s government. 

Putin is keen to get the international community to 

see the situation in Chechnya as part of the war on in- 
ternational terror. He hopes the outside world will leave 
him alone to inflict his regime of terror on the Chechens. 
The international community knows that the situation 
in Chechnya is quite different, so why does no one in- 
tervene? We are keen to participate in mediation to bring 
an end to this dreadful situation for the Chechens. We 
call on the international community to step in and help 
bring peace to both Chechnya and to Russia. 
Ahmed Zakaey is Aslan Maskhadov’s representative and 
was deputy prime minister in the Chechen government 
elected in 1997. He was granted asylum by the British 
government in 2003. 


Yushchenko: Snatching defeat 


(The Ukraine Insider)—With only a month and a half 
to go before the first round of presidential elections on 
Oct. 31, the Yushchenko campaign is looking more and 
more like the Titanic. 

Despite having two years, following Yushchenko’s re- 
moval as Prime Minister in April 2001, to prepare to take 
the country’s top post, his staff were caught unprepared 
this past July and frittered away the first month of cam- 
paigning. 

Despite packing 30 financial backers into the election 
list of his coalition, Our Ukraine, in the general elections 
in 2002, Yushchenko’s campaign is running out of money. 
Small wonder that, despite his rating as Ukraine’s most 
popular politician for two years running, today 
Yushchenko looks like the underdog to most Ukrainians. 

A more detailed look at Yushchenko’s campaign in 
progress paints an even bleaker picture. Despite having 
the support of tens of thousands of party activists, 
Yushchenko’s staff chose to hire campaigners, mostly stu- 
dents, for money. Small wonder the latter spend their time 
sitting around in small tents painted with campaign slo- 
gans, morosely staring at the stacks of campaign materi- 
als they are supposed to be distributing. 

A planned door-to-door campaign is still nowhere in 
evidence and the lack of training for campaigners bodes 
ill for the prospects of an alleged 180,000 election ob- 
servers that Yushchenko’s managers say are ready for elec- 
tion day. 

Publicly, Yushchenko’s campaign claims they have put 
their money on the candidate’s regional tours. Yet this is 
a form of campaigning uniquely ill-suited for Ukraine 
and for Yushchenko in particular. Without TV and other 
media coverage of his tours, Yushchenko is meeting sev- 
eral thousand of what are, his campaign staff admits, al- 
ready his supporters. 

According to his campaign staff, in August Yushchenko 


spoke before 330,000 people. Even accepting this clearly . 


exaggerated figure shows that, at best, Yushchenko will 
be able to reach 1-3 million people before election day, 
taking into account relatives and friends of demonstra- 
tion attendees. This figure is pretty small as compared to 
the 6 million voters who already supported Yushchenko’s 
coalition in 2002 and pales before the minimum 14 mil- 
lion Yushchenko will need to win the presidency. 
Yushchenko has missed many personnel opportunities, 


choosing to leave in place his embattled campaign direc- 
tor, Roman Bezmertny, and to superimpose a bewilder- 
ing array of overlapping campaign managers. Only the 
inclusion of Oleksandr Zinchenko, the Deputy Speaker 
of the Rada, or parliament, who crossed over from the 
Social Democratic party, boosted Yushchenko’s base and 
was widely viewed as a minor victory. Small wonder, 
perhaps, that Bezmertny has reportedly been spreading 
rumors that Zinchenko is a plant. 

Now another of Yushchenko’s powerful supporters may 
be wavering. After signing a cooperation agreement 
“Power to the People” with Yushchenko, Yulia Tymoshen- 
ko traveled with him for several weeks and Yushchenko’s 
public responses became fast and effective. For example, 
when three top officials from the power ministries warned 
on Aug. 22 that potential insurrection would be put down, 
Yushchenko immediately demanded their resignations. 

But hobnobbing with Yushchenko is not only 
Tymoshenko’s favorite past-time. Rather than work on 
the campaign, most leading figures in Our Ukraine vie 
with each other over exposure to the “tilo,” or body, of 
their leader. 

Also, initial returns from the densely populated east- 
ern oblasts, where Yushchenko’s support is weakest and 
for which Tymoshenko is responsible, indicates that 
Tymoshenko has, so far, done nothing in a region which 
presents particular difficulties for her. In 2002 
Tymoshenko did well in eastern regions by spending 
money and making promises. After the elections, how- 
ever, she lost all interest in the area and her name is now 
mentioned with a “not so angry, a quiet word,” as Ukrai- 
nians would say. Я 

Some observers even claim that Tymoshenko, a shrewd 
player, has already made overtures to Yanukovych in or- 
der to ensure that persecution of her ends with Kuchma’s 
tenure, including through figures such as Oleksandr 
Volkov, a former Kuchma favorite. 

To top things off, internal warring between the parties 
making up Our Ukraine came to the fore during the last 
Reforms and Order congress on July 18, at what was sup- 
posed to be the start of the election campaign, when the 
party decided to rename itself as “Our Ukraine.” 

There is one positive note, however, which could po- 
tentially be a decisive factor: matters are in some state of 
confusion in the principal opponent’s camp. 


A 
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Is Washington sending 
mixed signals to Ukraine? democratic revolution 


By Taras Kuzio 

(Jamestown Foundation)—U.S. Secretary of Defense 
Donald Rumsfeld visited Ukraine in mid August to dis- 
cuss Ukraine’s military contingent in Iraq. Since Au- 
gust 2003, Ukraine has had 1,576 troops in Iraq de- 
ployed 130 km south of Baghdad in the Polish-run sec- 
tor. An additional 146 troops are to be rotated in during 
September and October. Altogether, Ukraine has the 
fourth largest deployment in Iraq and the largest mili- 
tary force from a non-NATO country. Ukraine has lost 
eight soldiers, including four who died during non-com- 
bat accidents and one suicide. 

Ukrainian President Leonid Kuchma’s decided to 
send Ukrainian troops to Iraq in spring 2003. He needed 
to repair his personal reputation after Washington had 
accused Kuchma of bypassing UN sanctions and au- 
thorizing the sale of Kolchuga radars to Iraq in July 
2000. Kuchma and his allies also hoped the Iraq de- 
ployment would encourage Washington to turn a blind 
eye to any irregularities in the 2004 Ukrainian presi- 
dential elections. 

During the election campaign the three opposition 
candidates (Viktor Yushchenko, Oleksandr Moroz, and 
Petro Symonenko) have all voiced their support for 
withdrawing Ukrainian troops from Iraq. Channel Five 
television quoted Yushchenko as saying that the pres- 
ence of Ukrainian troops in Iraq was an “indulgence to 
the United States for tolerating anti-democratic actions 
in Ukraine itself.” He went on, “We do not want the 
renewal of democracy in Iraq at the cost of stifling de- 
- mocracy in Ukraine.” Touring the Crimea, Yushchenko 
promised that if he were elected, he would gradually 
withdraw Ukrainian forces, now that the Iraqi govern- 
ment can “take care of its own security”. 

Kyiv is rife with speculation that a secret deal was 
struck during Rumsfeld’s visit. The Kyiv Weekly, a 
newspaper formerly owned by Defense Minister 
Yevhen Marchuk’s son but recently purchased by the 
Industrial Union of the Donbas, reported that a quid 
pro quo had, in fact, been agreed between Rumsfeld 
and Kuchma. Under the alleged deal, what “Ukraine 
provides to the U.S. in Iraq is the main guarantee that 
Washington does not subject Kyiv to being ostracized 
in the event of dubious results in the Ukrainian presi- 
dential election”. Thus official threats to withdraw 
Ukrainian troops made before Rumsfeld’s visit to 
Ukraine were simply a bargaining ploy. 

Nevertheless, the Kyiv Weekly warned that two factors 
could upset this pact. First, Bush could loose the U.S. 
presidential election and void the deal. The Democratic 
Party has threatened to withhold visas to Ukrainian offi- 
cials and to investigate their offshore bank accounts. Sec- 


ond, Western Europe and the EU were not party to the 
agreement and could still criticize election fraud. 

Whatever Kuchma and Rumsfeld discussed, the pro- 
presidential media still are anti-American. The pro- 
presidential centrists are the only political forces in the 
Ukrainian parliament who are continuing to support 
the presence of Ukrainian troops in Iraq. State televi- 
sion is broadcasting warnings by pro-presidential can- 
didates, on both the extreme left and the extreme right, 
to vote against Yushchenko because he is a “national- 
ist’ and has an American wife. Many of the stations 
airing these warnings are controlled by Viktor 
Medvedchuk, head of the Presidential Administration. 

Prior to Rumsfeld’s visit, the Ukrainian authorities 
had begun leaking stories and making off-hand com- 
ments that they were considering withdrawing Ukrai- 
nian troops from Iraq. This exercise was part of an on- 
going operation aimed at extracting advantages for 
Kuchma and his chosen successor, Prime Minister 
Viktor Yanukovych. The Ukrainian authorities under- 
stand that after Spain withdrew its troops earlier this 
year, withdrawing Ukrainian troops prior to the U.S. 
elections would harm President Bush’s ratings. 

Yanukovych has been lukewarm in his support for 
Ukraine’s troops in Iraq. He knows that three-quarters 
of Ukrainians want them back home and this policy 
could affect his election chances. On a campaign tour 
of Donetsk just prior to Rumsfeld’s visit, Yanukovych 
warned that Ukraine would be reducing its military con- 
tingent in Iraq. With these remarks he sought to dis- 
tance his candidacy from the highly unpopular issue of 
Ukrainian troops in Iraq. 

Defense Minister Marchuk had already raised this 
theme through diplomatic channels with Poland and 
the United States. But after meeting Rumsfeld in the 
Crimea, Marchuk refuted rumors that Ukraine was con- 
sidering pulling out its troops, warning, “No one can 
give you a deadline [for withdrawal] yet”. Their with- 
drawal will depend, Marchuk explained, on how 
quickly Iraq establishes its own security forces. 

While the rumors of a secret deal between Rumsfeld 
and Kuchma are probably false, Washington continues 
to send mixed signals to Kyiv. The U.S. Congress and 
State Department have joined with the EU and Coun- 
cil of Europe to send strong signals about the need to 
hold free and fair elections. A U.S. delegation, led by 
Senator John McCain (R-AZ), visited Kyiv last month 
and reiterated these concerns, which is, of course, what 
the opposition want to hear. At the same time, the Ukrai- 
nian opposition believes the U.S. National Security 
Council and Department of Defense are more inter- 
ested in Iraq than democratization. 


Investigator says he was sacked for showing election fraud link 


Cont. fromPage 5 


Donskiy said that in 2000 he was looking into alle- 
gations that Ukraine’s state oil and gas company, 
Naftohaz Ukrayiny, had illegally siphoned off £20 mil- 
lion. The allegation was one of many connected to the 
company, whose chief, Ihor Bakai, owed his position 
to Kuchma. Naftohaz was accused of fraudulently 
making millions of pounds by stealing Russian gas tran- 
siting through Ukrainian pipelines or selling on the 
Russian gas paid for by the Ukrainian state budget. 

Donskiy traced payments made by Naftohaz to ac- 
counts in the US, Belgium, Latvia and Israel, and he 
believed he had uncovered a network of illegal pay- 
ments and money laundering run by Ukrainian offi- 
cials. The money was sent to foreign accounts via a 
Ukrainian bank, Ukrhazbank, on behalf of companies 
registered in the names of people whose passports had 
been stolen, who were homeless, or who claimed they 
knew nothing of the accounts registered in their names. 

Donskiy ordered a search of the Ukrhazbank’s pre- 
mises and documents and uncovered evidence that three 
foreign bank accounts involved in channelling funds 
were controlled by Bakai. He also believed much of 
the money ended up in Kuchma’s 1999 campaign funds 
for re-election as president. 

Donskiy was warned by some of his superiors to stay 
away from the case and documents seized from the bank 
were ordered returned. Thereafter, Donskiy secretly 
copied documents relating to his investigations. 

Donskiy believes that after he persisted in his inves- 
tigation Bakai pressed the General Prosecutor’s office 
to eliminate his post. He was told he could have a low- 
ranking job or he could resign. Donskiy refused and 
was fired. His appeal against dismissal is being dealt 


with by a Kyiv court. 

Donskiy, 26, has passed over the documents in the 
fraud case to a parliamentary committee on corruption. 
He said: “When I first began working for the 
Prosecutor’s department I was idealistic. But then I 
began to realise that our superiors were interested in 
gathering information that could be used for their own 
political ends.” 

He said that investigators are routinely tasked with 
impossibly large case loads so that they can be criticised 
or fired for falling behind in work if they continue with 
cases that are inconvenient to corrupt officials. He said 
real efforts are made to solve ordinary murders but those 
with political connotations, such as the Gongadze kill- 
ing, are seldom resolved. 

Donskiy said Vasilyev has introduced a policy of 
sacking anyone who questions the legitimacy of instruc- 
tions from the top. Donskiy added that some of his 
former colleagues have warned him that his life may 
be at risk. He said: “I’m not doing this to be a hero but 
I want to make public what I know. We are approach- 
ing a situation where the General Prosecutor’s office is 
becoming an instrument under the control of our mafia 
and corrupt officials.” 

Hryhoriy Omelchenko, a member of the parliamen- 
tary committee on fighting corruption and organised 
crime, said: “Huge sums of money were appropriated 
by a small bunch of bandits at the highest echelons of 
the state.” 

He believes that if an opposition candidate wins the 
next presidential elections, those officials, including 
possibly Kuchma, could face prosecution. Omelchenko 
said he had taken precautions to try to prevent Donskiy 
“ending up as another of the many corpses in cases 
involving high-placed financial misdoings”. 


Report suggests 


possible in Ukraine 


By Taras Kuzio 

(Jamestown Foundation)—Is a Georgian-style democratic revolution 
possible in Ukraine? While clearly refuting any similarities between Geor- 
gians and Ukrainians, the authorities are also increasingly nervous. А 17.8. 
STRATFOR intelligence commentary that predicted Ukraine was ap- 
proaching a Georgian-style revolution was widely discussed in the pro- 
presidential Ukrainian media. The Social Democratic United Party news- 
paper predicted that if such a revolution were attempted, it would not 
have widespread support. Vasyl Baziv, deputy head of the presidential 
administration, railed against the opposition for threatening to call for mass 
protests against election fraud. 

The authorities appear to have everything stacked in their favor: large 
finances, “state-administrative resources,” the security forces, and orga- 
nized crime skinheads. At the same time, semi-authoritarian regimes, such 
as Ukraine, are very vulnerable during elections. The clearest examples of 
this were in Serbia (October 2000) and Georgia (November 2003) when 
protests over election fraud led to regime change. Ukraine’s ruling oli- 
garchs are also very aware that they have no legitimacy in the eyes of 
Ukrainians and the viada (ruling regime) is widely discredited. 

President Leonid Kuchma has himself ridiculed the idea of the “Geor- 
gian scenario” taking place in Ukraine. In the last 2-3 years, he said, he 
had been threatened with protests of 300-400,000 (when the real figure 
was 20-50,000). “Therefore, I do not take such threats in a very serious 
way”. 

This is, though, only the official face of the regime. In reality, the au- 
thorities fear the Oct. 31 presidential election might actually remove them 
from power in independent Ukraine. Viktor Yushchenko, the presidential 
candidate leading in the polls, believes that the authorities “have started 
panicking”. Serhiy Tyhipko, the head of Prime Minister Viktor 
Yanukovych’s election campaign, told ІСТ-- the widely believed view 
that, if Yanukovych wins, it would mean that the elections had been rigged. 
“Then, the next steps will follow — a Georgian variant, a revolution,” 
Tyhipko warned. 

The regime is showing signs of insecurity. This explains why a rela- 
tively small-scale student protest in the northeastern city of Sumy against 
the politically motivated merger of three universities led to panic in Kyiv. 
About 100 students marched on Kyiv but were beaten and arrested along 
the way, leading to further protests in Kyiv and Sumy. The Interior Minis- 
try issued a statement claiming that the student march on Kyiv was being 
promoted by “well known political forces [i.e. the opposition] with the 
aim of including, through their actions, extremist-directed individuals”. 
Then on Aug. 10, President Kuchma reversed his April 21 decree combin- 
ing the Sumy universities. The decision was made, “to remove premises 
for political speculation and confrontation.” It is difficult to imagine 100 
students forcing a Western President or Prime Minister to backtrack in 
such a way. 

The same is true of Kuchma’s decision to suspend further privatization 
ahead of the elections. The June privatization of Kryvorizhstal by oli- 
garchs Viktor Pinchuk and Renat Akhmetov was widely condemned in- 
side and outside Ukraine as heavily fixed in their favor. Kuchma halted 
further privatizations because the opposition had stated that these sales 
would be reversed if they came to power. 

On Aug. 22, the Interior Ministry (MVS), Security Service (SBU), and 
Prosecutor’s Office issued a joint statement that warned they were taking 
“preventive measures.” According to these agencies, “We have evidence 
indicating that the opposition political forces are currently preparing vari- 
ous and dangerous acts aimed at destabilizing the country.” The statement 
further claimed that protests planned in the event of election fraud, “are 
dangerous for society and domestic stability and will be dealt with ac- 
cording to Ukrainian law.” The bulletin alleged that the opposition was 
calling upon Ukrainians to “express protest in the most extreme forms — 
а revolt”. 

Opposition leader Yulia Tymoshenko, a Yushchenko ally, has indeed 
warned that she would “organize and lead acts of civil disobedience” if 
the authorities used the same tactics they unveiled in the April Mukachiv 
elections. In that race, the opposition won the popular vote, but the au- 
thorities declared their candidate to be victor. 

But how many Ukrainians would go on to the streets to marshal a “Geor- 
gian scenario”? A national poll by the respected Kyiv-based Razumkov 
think tank found that 84% of those polled agreed that they had a right to 
protest on the streets in the event of election fraud. Only 6% disagreed. 

The Razumkov experts cautioned that not all favorable respondents 
would automatically hit the streets to protest. At the same time, they warned, 
“Tt would be naive to hope that the authorities can without limits discredit 
themselves in the eyes of their own population without an outcome that 
could turn out to be fatal to themselves”. 

Another poll conducted by the Democratic Initiatives Fund and Sotsis 
found that 18.1% of Ukrainians were ready to take part in protests against 
election fraud, as opposed to believing they had a right, as in the Razumkov 
poll. Some 10.6% would strongly protest if their candidate did not win the 
elections. 

An estimated 53.3% of Ukrainians would prefer to trust the planned 
exit polls, which will be the biggest of any Ukrainian elections, rather 
than the official result if the two differ. Ukraine’s largest planned exit 
polls, coupled with plans by the opposition to block attempts at election 
fraud, concern authorities that are not confident of winning the elections. 
Stepan Havrysh, Viktor Yanukovych’s official representative in the Cen- 
tral Election Committee, and Yanukovych himself, have therefore at- 
tempted to downplay the significance of these planned exit polls. 

The irony is that the provocations that have taken place have been by 
the authorities, not the opposition. 


Ukraine Day draws heegre crowd for Theresa’s homecoming 


By Al Kachkowski 

Record crowds converged on 
Saskatoon’s riverbank on Aug. 28 as 
the fourth “Ukraine Day in the 
Park’, Saskatoon’s newest annual 
summer festival, was staged by the 
Ukrainian Canadian Congress, 
Saskatoon Branch. The festival took 
place in downtown Saskatoon’s 
Kiwanis Park immediately south of 
the city’s landmark hotel, the Delta 
Bessborough. A record total atten- 
dance of over 6,000 was estimated! 

The cultural portion of the day 
was launched dramatically at 12:30 
am by the visit of Theresa Sokyrka, 
hometown Canadian Idol hopeful, 
who charmed the audience. People 
began arriving two hours prior and 
the crowd had swollen to thousands 
by the time Theresa arrived with her 
parents in a 1954 Nash convertible. 
She was followed by a parade of 
people who had attended her preced- 
ing venue, the Odeon Events Cen- 
tre, where she was greeted by a thou- 
sand autograph seekers and was 
welcomed to home by Saskatoon’s 
mayor Don Atchison who announce 
that City Council had named August 
and September 2004 “Theresa 
months”. 

At “Ukraine Day in the Park”, 
Theresa was greeted by Donna 
Birkmaier, City Council member, 
who repeated the Mayor’s an- 
nouncement that two months were 
named after her. Theresa sang her 
two most recent Canadian Idol 
songs and, in Ukrainian thanked 
everyone for their support. In En- 
glish, she stated how proud she was 
to be from Saskatoon and that she 


would work very hard to make ev- 
eryone in Saskatoon proud of her. 
Leaving the stage Theresa, ac- 
companied by her entourage of CTV 
producers and camera, moved to the 
band shell adjoining the festival area 
where hundreds lined up for auto- 
graphs with Theresa accommodat- 
ing everyone graciously until she 
was required to leave in order to 
catch her return flight to Toronto. 
Immediately following Theresa, 
20 performing groups from Saska- 
toon, North Battleford and Prince 
Albert were scheduled to provide a 
dynamic program of entertainment 
on the large outdoor stage. A few of 
the groups were unable to appear 
due to a persistent rain that inter- 
rupted and finally concluded the 
event at about 5:00 pm. Even though 
the event was scheduled to continue 
until 9:00 p.m., the day was still 
judged an overwhelming success! 
The day began with an ecumeni- 
cal Moleben’ prayer service held at 
11:00 am at the band shell. Follow- 
ing the prayer service, the raising of 
the flag of Ukraine was presided 
over by Danylo Puderak, UCC-SPC 
.executive director assisted by two 
youth, Oksana Makowsky and Craig 
Zaichkowsky. All present then sang 
the Ukrainian national anthem 
“Shche пе vmerla Ukraina”. 
Activities then moved to the fes- 
tival site where participants enjoyed 
food and beverage service supplied 
by vendors representing various 
Ukrainian organizations. Line ups 
were long but people were very pa- 
tient and determined to partake of 
the dishes offered. Cultural aoe 


Voloshky perform Left to Right: Christina Sokyrka, Nadya Foty, Marusia 
Kachkowski: Christina is the sister of Canadian Idol contestant Theresa 


Sokyrka. 
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Vite 


Lastiwka Choir 


and children’s’ activities were en- 
joyed by the public all afternoon. A 
face painting station was provided 
by the Mendel Art Gallery. A beer 
garden, nestled in the shade of the 
large park trees, with an excellent 
view of the stage and the South 
Saskatchewan River, was a very 
popular area to visit. 

MC George Hupka, introduced 
the groups that entertained follow- 
ing Theresa and then presided over 
the official opening ceremonies at 
2:00 pm. Danylo Puderak brought 
greetings on behalf of UCC-SPC. 
Member of Parliament for Saska- 
toon-Wanuskewin, Maurice 
Vellacott also greeted the audience 
and recognized Ukrainian Canadi- 
ans for their vibrant contribution to 
Canadian culture. 

The three hour stage show that 
followed was opened by the 
Pavlychenko Folklorique Ensemble 
with the Lastiwka Choir and the 
Yevshan Ukrainian Folk Ballet En- 
semble. A new item this year was 
Maryka’s Treasure Box. Maryka 
Chabluk, children’s entertainer of 
Winnipeg, who had prepared 40 
children in a musical workshop an 
hour earlier, led her charges onto the 
stage to show the audience what 


PHOTOS — AL 
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they had accomplished. The tykes 
marched around the stage, out into 
the audience and back onto the stage 
again, drawing warm applause. 
Other troupes from out of town were 
the Barveenok Dancers from Prince 
Albert and two dance groups from 
North Battleford, Svoboda and 
Zorya. Another highlight was the 
participation of the Voloshky vocal 
trio whose performance in Saska- 
toon was the first in over four years. 
The vocalists now live in three dif- 
ferent cities. 

A colourful atmosphere was pro- 
vided by the array of tents, yellow 
and blue streamers and red “kalyna” 
(balloons) in the trees. The comfort- 
able and beautiful surroundings 


overlooking the South Saskat- 
chewan River resulted in pleasant 
and relaxing day for all present. 

The cultural display tent accom- 
modated displays of colour photo- 
graphs of artifacts by the Ukraina 
Museum and the Ukrainian Museum 
of Canada. In addition, Taras Tulik 
displayed his photographs of Ukrai- 
nian historical castles. 

A report on the day’s activities 
was provided by Global Television 
the same evening. Theresa’s visit to 
Saskatoon and Ukraine Day in the 
Park was carried as a news item by 
CTV. 

The event’s major sponsor was the 
Ukrainian Canadian Foundation of 
Taras Shevchenko. 


Theresa signs autographs. 


Canadian Idol finalist visits her Ukrainian-English bilingual school 


(Multiculturalism Matters )— 
When Theresa Sokyrka was asked 
by CTV’s Canadian Idol what she 
would like to do the most on her 
whirlwind 24 hr tour to Saskatoon 
she knew the answer immediately: 

“I want to go back to my elemen- 
tary school to see my former class- 
mates and teachers who played such 
an important part in the development 
of my love and appreciation for my 
music and my Ukrainian culture.” 

On Aug. 27, Theresa’s wish came 
true. She was able to return to the 
Ukrainian-English bilingual school 
in the middle of her Idol journey to 
sign autographs and talk to teachers 
and students. The visit was not open 
to the general public yet 400 invited 
guests packed the school gym for a 
glimpse of the singing sensation. 

“It was a very emotional, a very 
proud moment,” says Cecilia Kach- 
kowski, a Grade 1 teacher at the 
school, which currently provides 
about 170 children in K-8 with aca- 
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An emotional entry into the school auditorium — Theresa is led in by 
teachers Olya Kowaluk and Cec Kachkowski 


demic skills in Ukrainian, an under- 
standing of the Ukrainian Byzantine 
Church tradition and an appreciation 
for the Ukrainian-Canadian cultural 


heritage within Canada’s mosaic of 


cultures. They explore the many fac- 
ets of Ukrainian culture such as tra- 
ditional music, literature, costume, 


dance, foods, art, crafts, and archi- 
tecture. Students can continue their 
Ukrainian studies at E.D. Feehan 
High School. 

Theresa was in Grade 3 when she 
began the Ukrainian-English bilin- 
gual program. To catch up to her 
classmates, she had to learn three 
grades of Ukrainian in one year. For 
most students, this would be too dif- 
ficult. But not for Theresa. 

“She’s persistent,”’ says her father, 
Harold. “When you give her a task 
she completes it.” 

Harold and Sonia Sokyrka moved 
to Saskatoon from Moose Jaw with 
their family in 1989 and Harold says 
they couldn’t pass up the chance for 
their youngest daughter to attend the 
only Ukrainian-English Bilingual 
program in Saskatchewan, then at St. 
Goretti School. Now at Holy Fam- 
ily School, the St. Nicholas Ukrai- 
nian-English bilingual program pro- 
vides students with the opportunity 
to learn in Ukrainian for half of each 


day. “It is superior,” says Harold. “I 
can’t speak more highly of it.” 

Theresa, now 23, has become a 
role model for the students, who 
made signs to show their support 
and asked for the singer’s autograph. 
“She presents herself so well,” says 
Kachkowski, who helped roll out the 
red carpet for Theresa’s visit. “She’s 
considerate, kind and always cares 
about others.” The visit featured a 
power point presentation about 
Theresa’s school days and Idol jour- 
ney as well as trivia questions about 
her life and was part of bilingual 
program’s 25th anniversary celebra- 
tions. Theresa’s Grade | and high 
school music teachers were among 
those at the reception. 

“Tt’s just a wonderful school,” 
says Harold, who described the re- 
ception as a tear jerker — but a 
happy one. “They were tears of joy.” 
Multiculturalism Matters is the 
newsletter of the Multicultural 
Council of Saskatchewan. 


Tryzub performing. 
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Tryzub Pavilion wows Calgary 


By Donna Korchinski 

The Tryzub Ukrainian Pavilion at 
Global Fest 2004 was a coming to- 
gether of the Ukrainian community 
in Calgary, according to newly- 
elected Ukrainian Canadian Con- 
gress president Michael Ппуску. 
Iinycky described it in one word: 
“Wow!” 

The Ukrainian Pavilion was one 
of 17 venues which formed part of 
the cultural component of Calgary’s 
second annual Global Fest, an inter- 
national competition of fireworks. 
The fireworks were staged at a man- 
made lake at Elliston Park on 
Calgary’s eastern outskirts. It in- 
cluded participants from five coun- 
tries, including Canada. For 25 min- 
utes each evening, more than 22,000 
people enjoyed a breathtaking dis- 
play of spectacular fireworks from 
each country. 


Each ethnic group held a celebra- 
tion of its own in locations through- 
out the city. They displayed the best 
of their cultures, through music, 
crafts and food. And yes, even their 
ethnic “refreshments”. Bill Figeczki 
came to enjoy the Ukrainian food 
and music and a new experience. 
“T’ve never tried Ukrainian beer be- 
fore.” He liked it. 

For five days, nearly 1800 
Calgarians streamed through 
Tryzub’s venue in a community cen- 
tre in northeast Calgary. Festival or- 
ganizers reported that of the 16 ven- 
ues in Calgary, the Ukrainian Pavil- 
ion drew more visitors than any 
other single pavilion. “When I first 
came, I expected maybe a third of 
the hall to be full,” explains IInycky, 
“but when the first show came, it 
was packed. We ran out of perogies. 
Just incredible.” 


Yushchenko recovers from poisoning 

(RFE/RL)—Our Ukraine head and presidential candidate Viktor 
Yushchenko will resume touring Ukrainian regions later this week, UNIAN 
reported on Sept. 13, quoting Yushchenko’s spokeswoman Iryna 
Herashchenko. According to Herashchenko, Yushchenko recently fell ill 
because of what doctors said was “acute poisoning.” Herashchenko added 
that Yushchenko is now in a good physical shape and ready to continue his 


election campaign trips. 


Fake bomb threat 


(RFE/RL)—Ukrainian police on Sept. 17 evacuated dozens of people at 
an airport in southern Ukraine after finding a suspicious package that turned 
out to be a fake bomb. The incident happened at the airport in Zaporizhia. 
Police spokesman Oleksandr Volkodav said that bomb disposal experts 
found a box containing “a fake mixture resembling explosives” and that 
the parcel was later destroyed. Ukrainian authorities are on high alert fol- 
lowing several recent terrorist attacks in Russia. 
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Musicians welcoming guests to the Tryzub Pavilion. Left to Right: Darren 
Moroz (barely visible) Toma Lebedovich, Adriana Lebedovich, Noella 
Ostash, Gord Clyde. 


The venue sponsors, Tryzub 
Ukrainian Dance Ensemble, led by 
artistic director Serguei Makarov, 
performed 57 numbers in five days. 
Their performances included num- 
bers from the Awakenings repertoire 
from their 2004 Australian tour. 
Visitors didn’t seem to mind that the 
dancers performed on a makeshift 
stage, which shook and vibrated 
with every stamp and kick. At times, 
the movement also caused the mu- 
sic to shift. True professionals, the 
dancers smiled their way through the 
program, and between dances, they 
changed costumes in the cramped 
quarters behind the temporary stage. 

Between Tryzub’s numbers, 
Calgary’s Korinnya Ukrainian Folk 
Ensemble invoked the memories of 
audience members with lively 
Ukrainian folk songs. This 25-mem- 
ber chorus is marking 11 years in 
Calgary under the musical direction 
of Cathy Lebedovich. 

Two entertainers with “Hrim” 
(“thunder”), from Edmonton, 
Mykola Bilash and Olexander 
Lazurko also strummed, played and 
sang for the pavilion visitors. A 
youthful brother and sister duet of 
Dustin and Twila Dann of the 
Barvinok Dance School treated the 
audience to their newly-learned 
dancing steps. 

The effort of putting the Pavilion 
together took the work of nearly 100 
volunteers, including dancers and 
singers. According to Ilnycky, it 
brought the Ukrainian community in 
Calgary together as never before. 
IInycky saw the event as an оррог- 
tunity to nurture the community, 
make it strong. 

John Stadnyk, who with Evelyn 
Goj, co-chaired the pavilion, spent 
two years in the planning of the 
event. Was it worth it? Stadnyk ex- 
plained: “This is one opportunity to 
give something back to the commu- 
nity, work with other cultures and 
really just enjoy what Calgary has 
to offer.” 

In addition, the pavilion was an 
opportunity to share Ukrainian cul- 
ture with non-Ukrainians. Hok 
Leung is originally from Hong 
Kong. He marveled at the physical 
prowess of the dancers. “Really 
neat. I was amazed how the men 
jumped around, spins and do the 
splits. That was really spectacular. 
Wow.” 

Organizers of the Ukrainian Pa- 
vilion are looking forward to next 
year’s offering. Will they do any- 
thing differently? They won’t run 
out of pyrohy. 


ROYAL LEPAGE = (780) 455-4181 Business 
ПРИН | (780) 452-3716 Fax 
buszkalo@shaw.ca 


Noralta Real Estate 


Considering selling and need information regarding sales in your area? 
Please call me. Let my experience work for you! 


#200, 15057 Stony Plain Rd., Edmonton, AB TSP 4W1 


НИПИИИЙ | Bohdan W. Uszkalo - Agent 
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Ph: (780) 458-8642 
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"Ukrainian Daughters' Cookbook" 


This book embodies the colour 
and richness of Ukrainian 
tradition. It features recipes and 
customs passed down through 
generations to maintain our 
unique heritage. Special features 
include Christmas Eve Supper, 
Easter dishes, a 9-page section 

| on how to make Ukrainian Easter 
Eggs, plus cross stitch designs 
and wonderful holiday breads. 


Price: $12.95 plus $4.00 for postage 
& handling. US & International 
orders payable in US found. 


UKRAINIAN 
| DAUGHTERS’ 
COOKBOOK 


| Please make cheque or money 
order payable to: 
Ukrainian Women's Association 
1920 Toronto Street 
Regina, Saskatchewan 
Canada S4P 1M8 


For fund raising or volume purchases, contact Ukrainian 
Women's Association for volume rates. Tel.: 1-306-586-5590 
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Терористам з 
Троєщини загрожує 
пожиттєва тюрма 


Про їх зв'язок з УНП уже не говорять 


(Українська правда)- - З'ясування досто- 
вірності посвідчень членів УНП, вилучених 
у двох звинувачених за вибухи на Троє- 
щинському ринку, не є головним завданням 
слідства. 

Про це заявив на брифінгу 6-го вересня 
керівник прес-служби Генпрокуратури 
Сергій Руденко. 

"Мова йде про те, що ті документи є фі- 
зично i вони долучені до матеріалів кри- 
мінальної справи. В жодному процесу- 
альному документі не йдеться про те, що 
ці особи вчинили злочин по завданню чи за 
дорученням якоїсь політичної сили, у тому 
числі й Української народної партії", - 
сказав Руденко. 

Тому, на думку речника Генпрокуратури, 
"встановлення достовірності чи недо- 
стовірності цих документів не є першо- 
черговим завданням органу досудового 
слідства". 

"Тобто якщо це питання й буде 
дослідуватися, то воно буде дослідуватися 
набагато пізніше", - додав він. 

Руденко сказав, що мотиви теракту, на 
яких наголошували затримані (дестабілізу-- 
вати ситуацію в Україні) - "знаходять 
об'єктивне підтвердження". 

"Тобто вони хотіли привернути цим 
вибухом увагу до власних політичних 
поглядів, вони вважали, що країна і 
політичне життя в країні розвивається не 
так, як їм це бачилося, і вони цими діями 
хотіли привернути увагу суспільства, як 
вони пояснюють, до того, що He все у цьому 
світі матеріальне, є певні духовні цінності", 


- повідомив Руденко. 

"Тобто це така форма вияву своїх 
політичних поглядів", - додав речник 
Генпрокуратури. 

А наявність у затриманих партійних 
посвідчень не дає підстав "стверджувати 
про безпосередній зв'язок якихось 
політичних сил з цим злочином". 

"Тобто ми кажемо про те, що вилучено 
документи, а хтось вже робить висновки, 
що ми звинувачуємо конкретну політичну 
силу у політичному тероризмі", - сказав 
Руденко. 

Він також зазначив, що не підтвердилася 
"суто кримінальна версія" вибухів на 
Троєщині. 

За словами Руденка, чотирьом затрима-- 
ним у справі вибухів у присутності захис-- 
ників пред'явлене офіційне обвинувачення. 
Їм загрожує довічне ув'язнення. 

Як відомо, спочатку кримінальну справу 
було порушено за статтями 296 (хулі- 
ганство) та 121 (умисне заподіяння тяжких 
тілесних ушкоджень). Після переквалі- 
фікації кримінальної справи, обвинува- 
чення пред'явлене у терористичному акті 
за частиною 3 статті 258. 

Відповідно до чинного законодавства, 
повідомив Руденко, участь захисника буде 
забезпечено незалежно від позиції самого 
ув'язненого. 

Він також назвав, що зв'язок між вибу-- 
хами на Троєщині та замахом на заступника 
керівника ринку Сергія Алісименка - це 
лише "одна з версій". 


Державний департамент 
США хоче, щоб журналісти 
вільно спілкувалися з 
українськими виборцями 


Віктор Міняйло, Радіо Свобода 

Сполучені Штати занепокоєні тим, як 
Україна проводить передвиборчу кампа-- 
нію, але не вважають, що цей "процес 
приречений". Про це дав знати 8 вересня в 
Києві заступник державного секретаря 
США з питань Європи та Євразії посол 
Джон Теффт. 

На низку запитань про враження від 
президентських виборів в Україні Джон 
Теффт постійно повторював, що США 
зацікавлені в прозорих і чесних виборах, і 
сподіваються, що вони відбудуться саме 
так. А на запитання, чи відома йому ситу-- 
ація в ЗМІ, взагалі, і про темники, зокрема, 
він відповів: 

“Tak, ми піднімали питання засобів Maco— 
вої інформації у зустрічах. Я говорив про 
значення незалежної преси в демократич-- 
ному процесі. Звичайно, щоб інформувати 
громадськість, щоб займатися саме репор-- 
терською роботою. А також давати доступ 
до інформації з усіх сторін виборцям країни. 

Під час переговорів я згадував конкретні 
випадки, конкретні приклади, коли преса не 
мала відповідних умов для своєї роботи. 
Зокрема, я добре знаю і про ситуацію з 5 


каналом. Це надзвичайно важливо, щоб 
пресі було дозволено спілкуватися з 
виборцями. 

Мене, зокрема, також непокоїть 1 
ситуація з нашим радіо - радіо "Свобода". 
Це дуже важливо, щоб і воно також мало 
можливості поширювати свій сигнал", - 
зазначив помічник заступника держсек-- 
ретаря США з питань Європи та Євразії 
Джон Теффт. 

Журналістів також цікавило, як Сполу-- 
чені Штати сприйняли заяву Президента 
України про скорочення українських 
миротворців в Іраку. Вчора Кучма заявив, 
що Україна скоротить контингент на 200 
осіб. На це Теффт відповів, що проводяться 
регулярні консультації. США сподіваються, 
що Україна залишиться в Іраку. Бо там ще 
багато роботи. 

Вже після прес-конференції я запитав 
посла США в Україні Джона Гербста, що 
для Америки важливіше: чесні виборі, чи 
українські миротворці в Іраку. Він відповів, 
що обидва питання важливі. І запитав, у 
свою чергу, мене: що важливіше — щоб мої 
діти жили в демократичній країні, чи в світі 
без тероризму? 


Ukrainian Мемиз/Українські вісті, September 15-28, 2004, 15-28 вересня, 2004 


Як Росія впливатиме 
на президентські 


вибори в 


Зиновій Фрис, Радіо Свобода 

Попри події на Кавказі, в Росії зали-- 
шається великий інтерес до виборів в Ук- 
раїні. 5-го вересня в підсумковій програмі 
тижня на російському державному теле- 
каналі РТР з'явився великий сюжет про 
становище в Україні, головний висновок 
якого такий: на користь Росії піде перемога 
нинішнього українського прем'єра і кан- 
дидата на Президента Віктора Януковича. 
Ба більше. Політолог, якого вважають 
близьким до Кремля, президент Фонду 
ефективної політики Глєб Павловський 
провів паралель між подіями в Північній 
Осетії та Україною. 

Павловський сказав, що опозиція, яка 
зібралася коло Ющенка, нібито хоче силою 
захопити владу, що це може дестабілізувати 
кордон, що Росії не потрібен другий 
Саакашвілі, і продовжив думку: 

"Терористи прийшли не випадково до 
Осетії. Вони прийшли до Осетії після того, 
як там був розморожений старий ppima— 
ючий конфлікт. Якщо ще розморозять 
конфлікт між заходом і сходом Ук- 
раїни...Росія не може цього допустити. To— 
му Путін відверто, прямо підтримує, як 
кандидата, Януковича" . 

Над важелями впливу Росії на Україну 
розмірковує директор Центру стратегічних 
досліджень у Москві Андрій Піонтков-- 
ський. Його коментар "Вибори в Україні: 
російський чинник" опублікував українсь - 
кий тижневик "Дзеркало тижня". 

Засловами Андрія Піонтковського, в той 
час, як вплив Заходу на майбутні прези-- 
дентські вибори носить відкритий характер 
і полягає в тому, щоб ці вибори були спра- 
ведливими, прозорими і демократичними, 
то російська форма впливу більш залаш-- 
тункова. Важко однозначно, пише експерт, 
сформулювати національні інтереси Росії 
щодо президентських виборів в Україні, бо 
треба спершу визначити носія цих інте- 
ресів. Якщо цим носієм вважати нинішній 
російський політичний клас, то він 
формулює свій інтерес як побудову якоїсь 
ліберальної імперії чи домінування на пост- 
радянському просторі. Російський експерт 
називає це абсурдною метою, зумовленою 
чисто психологічними чинниками, якимось 
комплексом домінування. Крім надутої 
величі, Росії нічого запропонувати ні 
Україні, ні іншим її сусідам, вважає Андрій 
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Боюся, продовжує він, що в сьогод- 
нішньому стані російської політичної еліти 
вибори в Україні стануть для неї основним 
зовнішньополітичним пріоритетом, вирі-- 
шальним боєм за те, щоб зберегти перспек-- 
тиви втягти Україну в так звану ліберальну 
імперію. 

Москва вважає Віктора Ющенка про- 
американським кандидатом і спробує 
зробити все для того, щоб не допустити 
його перемоги на виборах. Водночас офі- 
ційний Кремль займатиме стриману пози-- 
цію. Не робитиме цього й особисто Владі- 
мір Путін. Та при цьому Москва надаватиме 
всебічну підтримку наступникові Леоніда 
Кучми. І робитиме це не стільки через 
офіційні структури, скільки через бізнес. 
Бізнес гратиме за партію влади. Бізнес не 
зацікавлений в перемозі Віктора Ющенка 
тому, що його прихід - це прозорі правила 
гри в прозорій економіці, а російські й 
українські олігархи є добрими партнерами 
лише в сутінках тіньової економіки. 

На українських виборах, вважає дирек- 
тор Центру стратегічних досліджень Анд-- 
рій Піонтковський, дуже великим буде 
вплив провідних російських мас-медіа. 
Причому абсолютно всі вони працю- 
ватимуть проти Ющенка. 

Цілком самостійним російський експерт 
називає політтехнологічний чинник. Багато 
хто з тих, хто працював i, мабуть, працю-- 
ватиме на українських виборах, близькі до 
Кремля й виступають як радники. Політ- 
технологи зробили добрі гроші на парла- 
ментських виборах і ще більше планують 
заробити на президентських. 

Автор публікації також звертає увагу на 
так званий чинник співвітчизників, тобто 
росіян, що живуть в Україні. На думку 
Піонтковського, цей контингент виборців 
навряд чи автоматично опиниться в таборі, 
що протистоїть Віктору Ющенку. 

Росія має певний набір важелів на Укра- 
їну, пише на закінчення Андрій Піонков-- 
ський. Однак їх використання навряд чи 
принесе бажаний ефект. "Я прогнозую пе- 
ремогу Віктора Ющенка... У довгостроко-- 
вому плані це позитивно позначиться на 
відносинах України та Росії", - написав 
російський експерт в тижневику "Дзеркало 


ТИЖНЯ . 


Чому румунський міністр 
не приїхав в Україну? 


Ольга Буряк, Радіо Свобода 

У Києві 8-го вересня чекали на румун-- 
ського міністра, а в Бухаресті кажуть, що 
цей візит взагалі не планували. 

Міністерство закордонних справ України 
твердить, що голова румунського зовніш. - 
ньополітичного відомства Мірче Джоани 
скасував свій візит до Києва, який начебто 
мав розпочатися 8-го вересня. Але, у по- 
сольстві Румунії нам повідомили, що візит, 
про який говорять українські дипломати, 
взагалі не планувався. Зрозуміти дипло-- 
матичну мову і заяви часом важко не лише 
простим громадянам а й нам, журналістам, 
але усе вказує на те, що і без того складні 
українсько-румунські відносини зараз 
стали ще проблемнішими. 

До кінця цього місяця Румунія обіцяє 
подати позов на Україну до Міжнародного 
суду в Гаазі. Про це повідомив заступник 
міністра закордонних справ Румунії Богдан 
Aypecky, який очолює румунську деле-- 
гацію на консультаціях у Бухаресті. 

Територіальна суперечка стосується де-- 
сятка тисяч квадратних метрів багатої на 
нафту території у Чорному морі, в тому 


числі острова Зміїний — маленької кам'я- 
нистої території у морі, що розташована 
приблизно на однаковій відстані від обох 
берегів , українського й румунського. 

Румунія вважає, що Україна викорис- 
товує острів для одержання права на біль-- 
шу частку покладів нафти і газу, які там 
нещодавно виявили. Іншими словами, що, 
мовляв, Україна намагається довести, що 
острів придатний для життя і тому має 
право на свій континентальний шельф, що 
збільшить зону української частки у Чор- 
ному морі. 

Заступник голови зовнішньополітичного 
відомства Румунії стверджує, що острів, де 
начебто навіть відсутня питна вода, укра- 
їнська влада намагалася заселити, привізши 
туди землю і розсаду, відкривши там 
крамницю і провівши телеграф. 

Напередодні переговорів у Бухаресті 
щодо узгодження морського кордону голо-- 
ва румунської делегації Богдан Ауреску в 
інтерв'ю агентству "Рейтер" сказав, що 
Україна обстоює максималістську пози- 
цію. Українські ж дипломати кажуть, що 
у Бухареста забагато амбіцій. 
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Keynote speaker calls for action against ‘mass rape’ 


(UkrNews)—The keynote 
speaker at the Ukrainian Canadian 
Congress — Alberta Provincial 
Council’s Symposium “Canadian 
Society’s Integration of Women 
from Eastern Europe” called upon 
Canadians of Ukrainian and all eth- 
nic origins to unite against human 
trafficking, which she termed a "21" 
century mass rape”. 

“Human trafficking, especially for 
the global sex trade, has become the 
modern day version of the slave 
trade. Women from Eastern Europe: 
Ukraine, Russia, Moldova, and Ro- 
mania are particularly vulnerable — 
all from cultures undergoing severe 
social changes and economical hard- 
ships. Literally hundreds of thou- 
sands from Ukraine have been en- 
trapped in what is referred to as the 
fifth wave of trafficking,” said Irena 
Soltys, speaking on behalf of the 
Stop the Trafficking Coalition (STT) 
and the Help Us Help the Children 
Anti-Trafficking Initiative 
(HUHTC-ATI) at the symposium’s 
Типсреоп, Sept. 11. 

“The sad reality is that the victims 
of this vicious trade experience so 
very little of life before they witness 
the absolute, very worst of human- 
ity. Their spirits and bodies are bro- 
ken... Their physical health is 
placed in jeopardy by contracting 
HIV/AIDS... Their psychological 
well-being is shattered. Significant 
numbers end up committing sui- 
cide,” she added. 

Soltys said that STT has met with 
representatives of the Canadian gov- 
ernment and presented them with an 
action plan dealing with this issue. 

“We are looking to the Canadian 
Government to be a role model for 
al) nations in our fight to end this 
appalling abuse of human rights. In 
accordance with Canada having 


signed and ratifies the UN protocol 
to prevent, suppress and punish traf- 
ficking in persons, especially 
women and children,” she said. 

Among the actions STT wants the 
Canadian government to take are: 

» Change immigration regulations 
to recognize the subjects of human 
trafficking as victims of a crime, not 
as co-conspirators in a criminal act. 
Offer protection and refugee status 
to victims willing to testify against 
the perpetrators; 

« Ensure court and administrative 
proceedings and victim services are 
available in the appropriate lan- 
guages and include medical, social, 
and spiritual rehabilitation, protec- 
tion and shelter; assist victims to 
enable their views and concerns to 
be presented; encourage and de- 
velop Jiaisons with community 
groups and NGO’s; 

* Discourage the demand for traf- 
ficked persons by enforcing strin- 
gent laws and laying charges against 
“users”; 

* Seize assets of traffickers and 
utilize for rehabilitative measures 
for the victims; 

« Ensure and promote co-ordina- 
tion among government agencies 
and law enforcers. Ensure manda- 
tory education of all police officers 
on issues of trafficking, and promote 
communication with the RCMP; 

* Prepare and publicize studies 
and data on the extent of the prob- 
lem in Canada. Establish a nation- 
wide alert system and centralized 
national database of sex trafficking 
cases; 

» Alter immigration regulations to 
allow Ukrainian and other ethnic 
women to easily work in Canada, 
filling the demand for Ukrainian- 
speaking nannies, nurse’s aides in 
long-term care facilities; 


Ігепа Soltys 


» Include HIV/AIDS awareness 
and prevention as an important as- 
pect of anti-trafficking education 
and awareness; 

» Promote a National Human Traf- 
ficking Awareness Day and estab- 
lishment of hotline crisis call cen- 
tres in various languages; 

¢ Monitor the Internet chat rooms 
and investigate the “mail order 
bride” sites and companies. Often 
these “businesses” are not what they 
appear to be, but are in fact fronts 
for trafficking operations; 

Internationally, the Government 
of Canada should work toward 
greater co-operation in: 

- Striving to eliminate 
transnational trafficking trade and 
organized crime rings; 

¢ Working with consulates of 
sending countries to ensure traffick- 
ing awareness of Visa applicants; 

г Rehabilitating and assisting vic- 
tims safe return home; assisting to 
safeguard the families and relatives 
of the trafficked person in the coun- 
try of origin, and helping to ensure 


Manitoba church marks centennial 


By Robert Dall, The Daily Graphic 


But it wasn’t until 1965 the congregation applied to 


(Portage la Prairie), Sept. 14, 2004 

More than 100 years ago, a small group of immi- 
grants from Ukraine filled a void left from their migra- 
tion and formed a church that is still here today. 

“A church won’t last 100 years without dedication 
and leadership,” says present day president of the con- 
gregation Joe Achtemichuk. 

Yesterday (Sept. 13), that dedication was recognized 
by more than 100 people at the anniversary of St. Nicho- 
las Ukrainian Orthodox Church in Portage la Prairie. 

The service started during a cool, fall-like morning 
where children carrying baskets of flowers awaited the 
arrival of Archbishop John. 

Church bells rang as the archbishop entered the 
church on Sixth Street N.W. in his black and purple 
robes and was presented with bread and salt as tradi- 
tion dictates. 

He welcomed the parish in Ukrainian before every- 
one was seated. 

Later at Cravings in Portage la Prairie Mall, the con- 
gregation and visitors who had come from near and far 
ate together. A traditional Ukrainian meal was prepared 
with perogies and cabbage rolls. 

The history of the church dates back to immigrants 
from the Ukraine who came to settle in Canada. 

“Tt was 1897 when the first wave of immigrants came. 
They felt a need to worship, that was a big void in their 
lives,” said anniversary event organizer Tess 
Achtemichuk. 

By 1907-08, the congregation had built its first 
church, formerly know as St. Nicholas Greek Indepen- 
dent Church of Portage la Prairie. In 1927, the church 
was renamed St. Nicholas Greek Orthodox Church. 

“We kept the Greek name because the Ukrainians 
accepted Christianity from the Greeks,” said 
Achtemichuk. 


and then joined the Ukrainian Greek Orthodox Church 
of Canada. : 

“They could have made the application earlier, but 
for some reason they didn’t,” said Orest Pressey, local 
Ukrainian historian. 

Shortly after, “Greek’ was dropped from the name 
which was shortened to St. Nicholas Ukrainian Ortho- 
dox Church. 

Three years later, that first church which had housed 
the parish for 60 years needed to be replaced. 

“In 1968, they found the church was deteriorating 
and decided to renovate a surplus school the division 
had,” said Achtemichuk. 

The building was brought in from Mount Pleasant 
south of Gainsbourgh and blessed by Bishop Boris and 
parish priest Rev. Stephen Jarmus. 

It has gone through a few transformations over the 
last 20 years with the addition of a Banya (dome) in 
1984 and metal crosses and domes in 1992. 

But the largest symbol of faith is located inside the 
church. The iconstasis is a large screen of drawings or 
iconography that separates the sanctuary and the con- 
gregation. 

“The iconostasis was our millennium project. It was 
1,000 years (since) we accepted the religion from the 
Greeks,” said Achtemichuk. 

The little orthodox church of 35 members strong still 
tuns off a Julian calendar celebrating major holidays 
like Christmas about two weeks after the rest of soci- 
ety, which can be difficult but also makes the Ukraini- 
ans unique. 

“When you work, it is difficult to worship in the 
Julian calendar,” said Achtemichuk. 

“People look at us different because it is celebrated 
on a different day. It is less commercial and, in a way, 
more religious,” said Achtemichuk. 


that survivors are not “re-traf- 
ficked”. 

“Canada’s multiculturalism 
makes us naturally adept at interna- 
tional co-operation. Externally, we 
base our call for action on Article 3 
(Everyone has the right to life, lib- 
erty and security of person.) and 
Article 4 (No one shall be held in 
slavery or servitude; slavery and the 
slave trade shall be prohibited in all 
their forms.) of the Universal Dec- 
laration of Human Rights. Human 
trafficking is slavery, pure and 
simple. It is the obligation of all sig- 
natories of the Universal Declara- 
tion of Human Rights to fight this 
form of slavery,” she said. 

Soltys noted that many people 
were first exposed to this problem 
after reading many of us were first 
exposed to this issue after reading 


the recently published book, “The 
Natashas - The New Global Sex 
Trade”, by Victor Malarek. 

She urged members of the audi- 
ence to educate themselves and oth- 
ers about the problem and raise 
awareness of it. 

“Although focused on the Ukrai- 
nian elements of trafficking in hu- 
mans, we recognize that this is a 
much wider social and economic 
problem that has echoes around the 
World and even here in Canada. The 
solution is therefore multifaceted, 
requiring the cooperation of agen- 
cies and the coordination of work 
in broad thematic and geographic 
areas.” 

(See also “Ukraine has no future 
if future mothers prostituted, 
Malarek says”, Ukrainian News, 
April 28 — May 11, 2004.) 


‘Chaika’ — Ukrainian Youth 
Orchestra begins third season 


(Chaika)—The Ukrainian Women’s Organization Edmonton Branch 
invites young musicians to register with “Chaika’, a Ukrainian folk instru- 
ment, string, woodwind and brass youth orchestra beginning its 3™ sea- 
son. We are searching for energetic and enthusiastic youth who know how 
to read music and have 2 to 3 years experience and a respectable com- 
mand of their instrument. We are able to accept a wide range of 
instruments...tsymbaly, sopilka, bayan, violin, viola, cello, double bass, 
mandolin, flute, clarinet, saxophone, trumpet, trombone, keyboard, per- 


cussion will be accepted. 


The “Chaika’ Ukrainian youth orchestra plays arrangements of Ukrai- 
nian folk, popular and contemporary music. Musicians will receive their 
parts of the arrangements to become acquainted with the material and then 
would be called to participate in small sectional and/or full orchestra work- 
shops/rehearsals. Rehearsals will be held Fridays 6:30 to 8:30PM at the 
UNF Hall or as required to prepare for public appearances. 

The ‘Chaika’ Ukrainian youth orchestra provides musicians with the 
opportunity to use their tremendous skills, to meet and work with other 
young musicians, to experience Ukrainian music and to contribute to vari- 


ous events. 


Registration and rehearsal is Friday, Oct. 1, 6:30 to 8:30PM, UNF Hall, 
10629-98 Street. Bring your instruments and music stands and meet other 
young musicians. To register in advance or obtain further information, 
phone Luba (780) 469-4890 or Ludvik (780) 662-2044; (780) 656-4064. 


Ukrainian Women's Organization 


invites young musicians 
to register with 


"CHAIKA" 


Folk, String and Wind Youth Orchestra 


beginning its 3rd season 


Rehearsal and Registration: 
Friday, October 1, 2004 
6:30 - 8:30 PM 
UNF Hall, 10629 - 98 St 


Bring your instruments and music stands, 
meet other young musicians 


The ability to read music 
and have 2 to 3 years experience is a 
requirement. 


To register in advance or obtain 
further information, phone 
Luba (780) 469-4890 
Ludvik (780) 662-2044; (780) 656-4064; 


one flute, 99 
ор ute 
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Десятиріччя 


відновлення Львівської 
Богословської Академії 


(УКУ)--Початок нового навчального року в Українському 
Католицькому Університеті цього року був особливо трепетним. Крім 
традиційного щорічного привітання першокурсників, відбулося ще 
одне святкування. 10 років тому в приміщенні Львівської Духовної 
Семінарії Святого Духа Патріарх Мирослав Іван Любачівський служив 
урочисту Літургію з нагоди відновлення Львівської Богословської 
Академії. Тобто цю дату можна вважати днем народження, чи радше 
відродження JIBA, 3 якої виріс Український Католицький Університет. 

До студентів звернувся перший ректор відновленої Львівської 
Богословської Академії о. д-р Михайло Димид. Він поділився з 
присутніми спогадами про перше вересня 1994 року, і все, що 
передувало цьому святові. "Коли мене призначили ректором ЛБА, 
ми не мали жодної гривні, жодного студента, жодної книжки в 
бібліотеці, у нас навіть не було приміщення. Мало хто вірив в успіх 
цієї справи. Але процес розпочався: спочатку ми були в маленькому 
будиночку, потім перейшли в цей, а тепер ми бачимо як постає 
комплекс на Хуторівці. Це велике досягнення", — зазначив він. 

А першого вересня цього року поріг УКУ переступив 61 студент, 
аби долучитись до університетської спільноти. З кожним роком УКУ 
розширює свою географію, цього року сюди вступали хлопці 1 дівчата 
не тільки зі Львова та Львівської області, а й з Івано-Франківської, 
Тернопільської, Чернівецької та Херсонської областей. 

З вітальним словом виступив ректор УК У о. д-р Борис Гудзяк, який 
закликав студентів якнайактивніше ангажуватися не лише в нав- 
чальний процес, але й соціальне служіння та сповнення місії 
Українського Католицького Університету, та спільної відповідальності 
за його майбутнє. Студенти мали можливість прослухати цікаву, 
наповнену лекцію проф. Грини Гузар, доктора філологічних наук, члена 
Управи НТШ в Канаді, на тему: " Україна в орбіті європейської мислі". 

Блаженнійший Кардинал Любомир (Гузар) благословив 
першокурсників з початком навчального року та зазначив: " Ви сьогодні 
починаєте новий навчальний рік, але яка б не була ділянка вашої праці 
чи на якому б курсі ви не були; наука - це є священна річ, яка має 
освятити душу, це є один з засобів, крізь який Божа Благодать діє в 
нас. Хочу з цілого серця вам побажати Божого благословення, щоби 
ви зрозуміли ту нагоду, яку ви маєте будучи студентами УК У, бути 
повноцінними людьми, які можуть дуже багато зробити добра". 


ST. ANGELA'S ACADEMY 


BOX 220 
PRELATE SASKATCHEWAN 
CANADA SON 2B0 
PH.: (306) 673-2200 
FAX: (306) 673-2635 
WEB SEARCH: 

ST. ANGELA'S ACADEMY 
A Catholic Boarding High School 
on the beautiful Saskatchewan 
prairies where the Ursuline 
Sisters and Lay Staff 
"EDUCATE FOR LIFE” 


Joseph Husak 
PHOTOGRAPHER 
472-1966 


¢ Family Portraits (in your 
house or location) 
¢« Weddings * Community 
Events « Conventions 
Graduations & Groups 


LAWYERS АДВОКАТИ 


BRODA & COMPANY 
BARRISTERS AND SOLICITORS 
lhor Broda 
13723 - 93 Street Edmonton, AB TSE 5V6 
Ph.: (780) 456-9330 


DOCTORS ДОКТОРИ 


Dr. BORYS HOSHOWSKY 


specializing in diseases of the EAR, NOSE & THROAT 
Appointment by referral 
Suite #101, 8330 Fairmount Drive S.E., Calgary, AB 
Tel.: (403) 640-1199 


PEDIATRIC DENTIST — ДИТЯЧИЙ ДЕНТИСТ 


Dr. BOHDAN KUZYK 
PEDIATRIC DENTIST 
Suite 845, 10665 Jasper Avenue, Edmonton, Alberta T5J 3S9 
Tel.: (780) 428-7767; Fax: (780) 425-2329 
Говорю по українськи 


DENTISTS DENTURISTS - 
HEHTUCTU ДЕНТУРИСТИ 


м HOLYK’S 


~— SR 
Dr. C. Fialka-Eshenko DENTURE CLINIC LTD. 
Frank A. Holyk - Denturist 


#110, 10910 - 105 Ave, Edmonton, AB TSH 013 
12123 -54 Street 


(780) 420-1510 
Edmonton, АВ T5W 3N4 


Extended Hours: 
Wednesday afternoons & evenings 

Phone: (780) 477-3674 
After Hrs: (780) 479-5008 


Saturday appointments available 
Говоримо по-українському 
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Гофман зніме фільм про 
те, що Україна - не Росія 


Ольга Бурда, для Бі-Бі-Сі, Київ 

Польський режисер Єжи Гофман, відомий своїми 
художніми фільмами "Потоп", "Вогнем і мечем", 
"Стара легенда: коли сонце було Богом", розпочав 
роботу над новим кінопроектом - документальною 
трилогією “ Україна". 

Єжи Гофман каже, що до створення фільму його 
спонукала книжка Леоніда Кучми " Україна не 
Росія", і зокрема те місце, де автор пише, що ство- 
рити націю набагато важче, ніж створити державу. 

Єжи Гофман каже, що заголовок книжки україн- 
ськго президента спершу здивував його, оскільки в 
Польщі ні в кого немає сумнівів у тому, що Україна 
- це Україна. 

Але, згадавши, що іноді на заході Європи чи в 
Америці досі можна почути, що й Варшава 
розташована десь в Росії, польський режисер 
вирішив доступними йому засобами докумен- 
тального кіно розповісти про Україну світові, 
найближчим її сусідам і зрештою й самим українцям. 

У трьох частинах майбутньої документальної 
стрічки Єжи Гофман хоче охопити низку найбільш 
вирішальних моментів української історії. 

Серед консультантів творчої групи - відомі поль-- 
ські українознавці Януш Пульнар та Владислав Cep— 
чик, атакож українські історики Борис Возницький, 
Юрій Чорнобай та Петро Толочко. 

Разом з ними автори фільму шукатимуть відповіді 
на питання: коли, як і чому Україна, що має 
європейське коріння, змінила шлях розвитку. 

Презентуючи майбутню документальну роботу в 
Києві, Єжи Гофман сказав, що хоче, аби після її 
перегляду різні люди в різних країнах теж відповіли 
собі на низку питань. 

"Маю намір поставити три питання, - сказав 
Гофман. - Питання для Заходу - що ти знаєш про 
Україну? Питання для Росії - що ти думаєш про 
Україну. І питання для України - хто ти, ким себе 
відчуваєш? Мені б хотілося, аби, перегянувши три 
частини фільму по 45 хвилин, люди, що мешкають 
в Україні, сказали з гордістю - я - українець! А 
люди, які раніше не чули про Україну нічого, раптом 
побачили б, що це - велика країна з неймовірною i 
надзвичайно драматичною історією, і про цю країну 
варто щось знати". 

Режисер запенвняє, що очолювана ним творча 
група робить цей фільм не до якихось річниць чи 
інших оказій, а тому, що має в тому внутрішню 
потребу. 


Після того, як Єжи Гофман зняв фільм "Вогнем і 
мечем", в центрі якого україно-польські стосунки 
часів Богдана Хмельницького, на його адресу 13 
польського, і з українського боку сипалися докори 
в необ'єктивності. 

Переживши вже раз у себе на батьківщині звину- 
вачення в проукраїнській налаштованості його 
художнього фільму, Єжи Гофман цього разу взявся 
за документальну стрічку. 

За прогнозами українського кінорежисера Романа 
Балаяна, нова робота його польського колеги буде 
черговим освідченням в любові до України. Сам Єжи 
Гофман, залучивши до співпраці цілу групу знаних 
істориків, сподівається максимально правдиво 
відтворити доленосні для України події різних часів, 
хоча в абсолютну об'єктивність не вірить. 

"Я прагну, - каже він, - аби в зображенні супе- 
речливих питань були думки з різних боків - зліва, 
справа, зсередини і збоку. Але об'єктивізму повного 
не існує. Його просто немає, а є лише або добро- 
зичливе зображення подій, або зле. Ніколи, там, де 
ми торкаємося історії, не може бути так, щоб усі 
були щасливі 1 задоволені. Я, читаючи тлумачення 
тих самих фактів різними українськими істориками, 
знаходжу дуже різну інтерпретацію тих фактів. І 
це нормально..." 

Аби зняти фільм "Вогнем і мечем", Єжи Гофман 
та продюсер картини Єжи Михалюк віддали у 
заставу за кредит все своє майно. Фільм " Україна" 
вони знову знімають дуєтом, проте кажуть, що цього 
разу до застави майна не дійде - фільмом вже 
цікавляться інвестори. 

Але серед джерел фінансування Єжи Гофман не 
хоче бачити ні польських, ні українських бюджетних 
грошей: "Ми дійшли такого висновку: якщо в цьому 
фільмі не братиме участь держава - ні польська, ні 
українська, ні будь-яка інша, я як режисер матиму 
набагато більше свободи для самовираження, для 
того, щоб говорити те, що я особисто хочу, а не те, 
чого б від мене вимагали ті, хто дав гроші. Оскільки 
ж у політиці і в історії все взаємозалежне, ми 
вирішили бути незалежними". 

Що стосується аудиторії, від якої Єжи Гофман 
хотів би отримати відповіді на свої три питання, то 
польський режисер мріє, аби вона була якомога 
ширша. 

"Я був би щасливий, каже Гофман, аби цей фільм 
зумів зробити те, що вдалося Чарлі Чапліну. Тобто 
потрапив у серця і інтелектуалів, і куховарок". 


Оголошення Росією права на запобіжний удар по базах 
терористів у світі - чи слід турбуватися Україні? 


Ольга Буряк, Радіо Свобода 

Російські експерти запевняють, що Україні немає 
чого турбуватися з приводу оголошення Росією 
права на запобіжний удар по терористах у цілому 
світі. Учора Голова Російського Генштабу - генерал 
Юрій Балуєвський після переговорів у Москві з 
командуванням НАТО заявив, що у боротьбі з 
тероризмом Росія може вдатися до екстремальних 
заходів, в тому числі i до ударів по території інших 
країн. Як у цій ситуації має реагувати сусідня Ук-- 
раїна, на території якої, зокрема у Криму, роз- 
ташовані російські війська? 

Російські незалежні військові експерти називають 
вчорашню заяву Росії блефом і запевняють, що 
російські повітряні сили просто не здатні завдавати 
прицілені удари по наземних об'єктах на своїй 
території, не говорячи вже про території інших 
держав. 

Незалежний військовий оглядач Павел Фель- 
генгауер: 

"Насправді у Росії немає таких можливостей. У 
принципі, Росія може бомбардувати Грузію, але 
Грузію ми і раніше бомбардували, намагаючись 
влучити у терористів чи чеченців, і у більшості 
випадків - не влучали, бо ми взагалі не можемо вести 
прицільний вогонь. Ми не маємо можливостей, які 
мають США, вони здатні завдавати удари у будь- 
якій частині світу, якщо захочуть. Може б, ми i 
хотіли, а не можемо. Тож й Україні особливо нема 
чого турбуватися. Тим більше, що Україна все ж 
таки має якісь військово-повітряні сили". 

Павел Фельгенгауєр, який довгий час працював у 
газеті "Красная звезда", вважає, що вчорашня заява 
Російського Генштабу розрахована на росіян, аби 
продемонструвати їм, що Кремль, мовляв, 
розпочинає нищівну війну проти тероризму, як це 


зробив Білий дім після 11-го вересня. Пан 
Фенгельгауер, який знає генерала Валуєвського, 
назвав його особою нервовою і не дуже адекватною. 

Нагадаємо, що заявив учора Голова Російського 
генерального штабу Юрій Балуєвський: 

"Ми робитимемо все, щоб ще на початковому 
етапі ліквідовувати бази терористів у будь-якому 
регіоні". 

Ще один російський військовий експерт, заступ-- 
ник редактора "Еженедельного журнала" Олександр 
Гольц, також заспокоює, що вчорашня заява - 
просто блеф. 

"Я гадаю, що ані Україні, ані іншій державі нема 
чого особливо турбуватися, бо заява Балуєвського 
- це просто бажання продемонструвати нашу 
рішучість у боротьбі з тероризмом. Але ця заява, 
на жаль, не підкріплена реальними кроками". 

Александр Гольц каже, що про нездалість 
російської армії свідчить війна у Чечні, що, мовляв, 
Росія на своїй території нездатна побороти Tepo— 
ризм. Продовжує російський військовий оглядач 
Гольц: 

"Де заморями розташовані бази терористів , ніхто 
ж достовірно не знає, а от те, що вони є на території 
Чечні , добре відомо, але щось же заважає завдавати 
точних ударів по території Чечні. Це говорить про 
те, що Росія не готова до антитерористичної 
діяльності". 

Політика боротьби із тероризмом, яку ведуть 
Сполучені Штати і про яку оголошує Росія, насто- 
рожує деякі мусульманські держави. Свою стурбо-- 
ваність висловив учора прем'єр-міністр Туреччини 
Реджеп Ердоган, а один таджикський аналітик сказав 
радіо "Свобода", що перед тим, як оголошувати своє 
право запобіжного удару, слід дати чітке визначення 
тероризму, інакше будь-яку групу у будь-якій країні 
можуть назвати терористами. 
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Trypillia may be the world’s oldest civilization 


By Volodymyr Senchenko, The Ukrainian Observer 

We are absolutely modern people with absolutely modern 
problems, duties, and obsessions. Yet, we try to learn all we 
can about dinosaurs that became extinct 60 million years ago. 
What relevance do dinosaurs have today? None! But we are 
still interested in what happened on our Earth and on our land, 
in particular, thousands or millions of years ago. 

We learned of the early civilizations in Egypt, Mesopotamia, 
India and China in school. As Eurasians, Egypt and 
Mesopotamia attract us because our roots lie there. Who were 
our ancestors? How did they live? What did they achieve? What 
other civilizations did they found? Where did they go? And 
why did they disappear? Answers to these and hundreds of 
other puzzling questions attract us. Is it because we are in- 
trigued by enigma — or is a twist of genetic memory involved? 

The most ancient civilization we know is Sumerian. It ex- 
isted in the second half of the fourth millennium BC. Schol- 
ars call the years which preceded the Sumarians “prehistory,” 
and there are no material or written records believed to exist 
during this period. However, there was some oblique scarce 
knowledge passed by the Sumerians that they had come to 
Mesopotamia and Egypt most probably from the region of 
the Caspian Sea, because they refer to a city-state called Arrata 
in that area. 

The early Sumerians brought with them a culture more 
complex and diverse that that of the locals. They cultivated 
land, used a wheel, had a domesticated horse, a potter’s wheel 
and perhaps even had writing, since it appeared shortly after 
they settled in Mesopotamia. Moreover, no traces of its ori- 
gin have been found among local residents. 

Many scholars agree that there should have been some de- 
veloped pre-Sumerian civilization. Little was known about 
such civilizations during the middle of the last century, al- 
though the Trypillian culture had already been discovered on 
the territory of modern Ukraine, it has not been referred to as 
“pre-Sumerian.” 

By the end of the 19th century, in the steppe region of 
Ukraine, Vikenty Khvoyka, a Ukrainian archeologist of Czech 
origin, found traces of an unknown ancient culture later named 
Trypillian, after the place of discovery. This year, the Ukrai- 
nian community celebrates the 110th anniversary of 
Khvoyka’s discovery, and today we possess thousands of ar- 
tifacts. We know many facts about our remote ancestors who 
lived in the area now occupied by Ukraine and other Eastern 
European countries between 4,000 and 7,000 years ago. 

Many fundamental scientific works studying the material 
Culture of those times have appeared since. One of them is 
“Trypillian Civilization”, compiled by researcher Mikhail 


UCAMA to celebrate 
30th anniversary 


(UkrNews/Bottom Line productions)—The Ukrainian Canadian Ar- 
chives and Museum of Alberta (UCAMA) will celebrate their 30th Anni- 
versary on Oct. 23 at the Chateau Louis Hotel & Conference Centre (11727 


Kingsway Avenue). 


The event begins at 6pm and the evening includes cocktails, dinner, 
entertainment and an art auction. Tickets are $100 each and are available 
at the Ukrainian Bookstore (10215-97 St / 780-422-4255) and the UCAMA 


office (9543-110 Ave / 780-424-7580). 


For 30 years, the UCAMA has welcomed visitors to share in the achieve- 
ments of the Ukrainian heritage through colourful exhibits, an extensive 


library, and historical artifacts and photographs. 


In April of 2004, UCAMA announced an exciting new museum loca- 


Ceramics created by the ancient 
Trypillians also bore Sumerian script, 
leaving no doubt that Sumerian writing 
originated with the Trypillyan civilization. 


Videyko. The title of his work is not accidental, as it was not 
а local separate culture of some tribe or a group of tribes, but 
a genuine civilization. What other name can we apply to a 
society which lasted more than 5,000 years, domesticated 
horses, ploughed their land using tools and bulls, grew wheat 
and barley, bred cattle, invented and successfully used the 
wheel, processed copper and bronze, and was inhabited by 
between 400,000 and 2 million people? It was the most nu- 
merous and powerful civilization of the ancient world — or 
at least it is believed to have been such. 

Perhaps in the future we will find traces of similar or even 
older civilizations, such as the Huang-Ho civilization, which 
Karl Jaspers thought was distinct, having originated autono- 
mously from Mesopotamia or Egypt. Today we know a lot 
about the Trypillian social structure and way of life, includ- 
ing facts about the level of their technology. 

Trypillians (historians sometimes call them “ploughmen’”’) 
lived in huge settlements, agriculturally based cities inhab- 
ited by as many as 20,000 people — which seems incredible, 
given the time! The settlements covered up to 25 square kilo- 
meters, and were composed of one- and two-storey houses. 
There were public buildings as well, and they may have coy- 
ered as much as 1,000 square meters. 

After building and occupying a settlement for between 50 
and 80 years, the residents set them afire and moved on, hay- 
ing exhausted the environmental resources. Because the 
Trypillians destroyed their cities, few relics were left behind 
for today’s archaeologists. 

As we were first learning about the ancient Trypillians dur- 
ing the early 20th century, the first evidence was also emerg- 
ing that the Trypillians who lived on Ukrainian soil were re- 
lated to the Sumerians of Mesopotamia. Anatoly Kyfishyn 
made the first solid connection between the two cultures when 
he deciphered pictograms on the so-called Stone Tomb in the 
south of Ukraine. These pictograms, chiseled into the walls 
of this unique artifact dating from 12,000 to 3,000 BC were 
samples of the early Sumerian writing. Ceramics created by 
the ancient Trypillians also bore Sumerian script, leaving no 
doubt that Sumerian writing originated with the Trypillyan 
civilization. The pictograms on the Stone Tomb clarify the 
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origin of inscriptions made during the 12th to third millen- 
nium BC. So Sumerian writing, the first writing in the his- 
tory of mankind, is a product of the development of a human 
civilization that for many thousands of years thrived in Eu- 
rope and the Middle East. 

As soon as similarities between the two forms of writing 
became known, previous contradictions were explained. 

First, it became clear who brought a developed culture to 
the land between the Tigris and Euphrates. Second, scholars 
managed to discover traces of mass migration from Trypillia 
(also known as Koukoutenya) to the Middle East. The migra- 
tion to Mesopotamia was probably due to climatic changes 
and demographic factors such as overpopulation, as the an- 
cient technology of land cultivation and cattle-breeding re- 
quired favorable climatic conditions and huge expanses of land. 

Finally, it was determined that the large Sumerian cities, 
including Ur, Uruk and Djamjet-Nasra were reflection of the 
huge Trypillian agrocities. Pre-Sumerians brought city-states 
and social structures characteristic of Trypillians to 
Mesopotamia. This structure, void of social, ethnic and tribal 
antagonisms, explains the extraordinary stability of both 
Sumerian and Trypillyan societies over long periods of time. 

Today, scholars are trying to explain the disappearance of 
the Trypillian civilization after 3,000 years. 

It is intriguing to think that the Trypillians may have been 
our ancestors. One hypothesis holds that the civilization dis- 
persed after climate changes saw the mild, wet climate give 
way to drier weather at the beginning of the third millennium 
BC. The theory is that Trypillians scattered in different direc- 
tions: to Ukraine’s Polissya, the Carpathian region, the Middle 
East, Greece, Italy and even the British Isles. Ukrainian and 
foreign sources alike cite this theory. 

Ukrainians can feel a connection with the self-sufficient na- 
tion (or nations) that have lived on this land over time. It’s easy 
to see similarities between traditional Ukrainian patterns and 
shapes on ancient ТгуріШап artifacts. Though perhaps a simple 
coincidence, it is no less enjoyable for modern residents of 
Ukraine, and contributes to their interest in genealogy. 

There is public interest in continued research of the 
Trypillian civilization and in establishing museums and cul- 
tural heritage parks. They want Ukrainian officials and the 
EU to draw attention to the necessity of this pre-historic re- 
search, making the Trypillian civilization a better known as- 
pect of mankind’s history. 

Historians remind us that history didn’t begin with the 
Trypillians. A pre-Trypillian period could be as exciting. 
Hopefully, our future will broaden our knowledge about our 
mysterious and remote past. 


An historical celebration... : 
Ukrainian Canadian Archives & Museum of All 


30th Anniversary Banque 


tion on Edmonton’s Jasper Avenue and an associated Capital Campaign. 
The new museum will not only house exhibition galleries, educational 
areas, archives and more, but will also help to develop a higher profile of 
the heritage of all Albertans. 


“Highlights of Shevchenko’s 
Life” to be exhibited at Museum 


A special exhibition, “Highlights of Shevchenko’s Life” will be held in 
the Shevchenko Museum, 1614 Bloor Street West in Toronto. It will fea- 
ture 25 lithographs and engravings by 22 Ukrainian artists, each of them 
depicting some aspect of the life and work of Taras Shevchenko who was 
born into the bondage and poverty of feudal serfdom and rose to become 
Ukraine’s greatest son of world renowned poet, artist, humanist and cham- 
pion of the dispossessed. 


Saturday, October 23, 2004 


Chateau Louis Hotel and Conference Cente 
11727 Kingsway Avenue 


Join us for cocktails, dinner, an art auction and more... 
Featuring comedian Luba Goy and 
musician Tommy Banks 


Tickets $100 
For information and tickets phone 422-4255 or 424-7580. 
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The exhibition will include excerpts from his poetry, as well as poems fr 2LELEt Ж ее б а 
and salutations in his honour by other writers. All texts will be in English. oe ж ЕР ea, Sess а а — 
Also on display will be examples of Shevchenko’s art, articles from the Gf CF ps ee 


earliest Ukrainian immigration to Canada, Ukrainian decorative folk art 
and a book display. 

The exhibit will open on Sunday, October 3rd at 4:00 p.m. with a coffee ot? 
and sweets reception and will continue from October 5th to December Ом 101 
Sth, 2004, 10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. except Mondays. In lieu of ап admis- www.ucama.com 
sion free, donations will be much appreciated. 

For further information call Bill or Lyuda at 416-534-8662. 
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Frisk injury halts 
Dynamo-Roma match 


(UEFA)—The UEFA Champions League Group B fixture between AS 
Roma and FC Dynamo Kyiv was suspended at half-time after referee 
Anders Frisk was hit by an object from the crowd in Rome, Sept. 15. 

The UEFA disciplinary body will investigate the incident tomorrow af- 
ter the Swedish official required medical attention to a cut on his fore- 
head. Moments earlier, shortly after blowing for half-time, Frisk had sent 
off Roma defender Philippe Mexes. The Frenchman had collided with 
visiting striker Maris Verpakovskis as he went to gather the ball. 

Frisk judged the action to be intentional and showed him a red card and 
was subsequently hit by a missile thrown from the stands. A senior UEFA 
official said: “The match has been abandoned. It is in the referee’s power 
to stop the game and that is the decision he took. The UEFA disciplinary 
unit will investigate the case tomorrow. Any decision will made by the 
disciplinary committee.” 

UEFA Communications Director William Gaillard later added: “UEFA 
are waiting for the report of the match delegate, which is the normal pro- 
cedure.” 


Szabo confirmed as 
Dynamo coach 


(UEFA)—Ukrainian champions FC Dynamo Kyiv have confirmed the 
appointment of Jozsef Szabo as their head coach on a full-time basis, Sept. 
9. The 64-year-old initially took charge of the team in a caretaker capacity 
following the dismissal of Oleksiy Mykhaylychenko last month. 

The 64-year-old has agreed an open-ended contract and a club state- 
ment said: “It has been almost a month since Szabo took over as coach 
and we are happy about our decision which proved to be the correct one. 
The new coach worked out the reasons for the crisis which hit Dynamo, 
achieved an understanding with the players and has led them back to win- 
ning ways.” 

Mykhaylychenko was dismissed after the 2-1 home defeat by 
Trabzonspor in the UEFA Champions League third qualifying round. Under 
Szabo, Kyiv won the second leg 2-0 in Istanbul to advance to the group 
stage and they have won their three other matches since he took charge. 

One of the most experienced and acclaimed Ukrainian coaches and a 
former Soviet internationai midfield player, Szabo won four league titles 
and the Ukrainian Cup during a previous spell in charge of the club in the 
1990s. He has also coached at FC Zarya Luhansk, FC SKA Kyiv and FC 
Dnipro Dnipropetrovsk. 


Klitschko to face Williams 
in WBC title defence 


World heavyweight champion Vitali Klitschko will make the first de- 
fence of his WBC title against Britain’s Danny Williams, it was announced, 
Sept. 11, according to Agence France Presse. 

Williams, who defeated Mike Tyson in July, will get his chance in De- 
cember in the United States although the exact location has yet to be de- 
cided. 

“T told Danny that he is good enough to win a world title. He went out 
and proved that by destroying Mike Tyson to show the world what he 
could really do,” said Williams’ manager Frank Warren. 

“I am delighted that he has now finally got his first opportunity at a 
world title.” 

Ukrainian Klitschko, who boasts a 34-2 record with 33 knockouts, is 
widely recognised as the best heavyweight in the division following the 
retirement of Lennox Lewis. 

The 33-year-old won the vacant WBC title in April this year — his 
second attempt following a controversial loss to Lewis — with an eighth 
round stoppage of Corrie Sanders. 

Williams, 31, whose record reads 33-2 with 26 KOs, knocked out Tyson 
in July. 

“I am very happy that Danny Williams is my next opponent,” said 
Klitschko. 

“It was always my dream to fight Mike Tyson. Now Danny has de- 
stroyed that dream with a great performance and I know this will be very 
tough fight for me.” 

Williams said his chance at a world title shot was his reward for beating 
Tyson. 

“After nearly ten years as a professional I have finally got my chance at 
a world title and I am going out there totally focused on bringing the 
crown back to Britain,” said the Londoner. 

“Without a doubt Klitschko is the best in the division and it will be a 
hard fight but I destroyed the myth of Tyson and І will do the same again.” 


Heshko establishes national record 


(UkrNews)—Ivan Heshko of Ukraine ran second in the men’s 1500-metre 
race establishing a national record of 3:30.33. Kenyan Timothy Kiptanui 
won the race in 3:30.24, while fellow countryman Alex Kipchirchir took 
the bronze. 


Ukrainian Меми5/Українські вісті, September 15-28, 2004, 15-28 вересня, 2004 


Ukraine edges 
Kazakhstan in added time 


By Timur Kamashey at Centralny stadium 

(UEFA)—A goal in added time from substitute 
Ruslan Rotan brought a cruel end to the European com- 
petitive debut of the Kazakhstan national team, just as 
they looked set to earn a point against Group 2 rivals 
Ukraine, Sept. 8. 

Rotan scored on 90 minutes after the ball fell his 
way following a free-kick by Anatoliy Tymoschuk. 
Kazakhstan had earlier fought back to cancel out Olexiy 
Byelik’s 14th-minute opener for Ukraine, Andrey 
Karpovitch equalising on 35 minutes to spark frenzied 
celebrations among the home supporters in the sold- 
out Centralny stadium in Almaty. 

Kazakhstan president Nursultan Nazarbayev was 
among the spectators present for tiie first competitive 
international since the country became a UEFA mem- 
ber in April 2002. However, they saw the more experi- 
enced Ukrainians control the early exchanges and take 
the lead when Byelik — starting in the absence of the 
injured Andriy Shevchenko — latched on to a long pass, 
shook off two defenders and scored with a precise fin- 
ish past. 

The hosts responded positively and threatened sev- 
eral times on the counterattack. They got their reward 
when Karpovitch made it 1-1 shortly after the half-hour. 
Murat Tleshev received the ball with his back to goal 
on the edge of the area and crossed to Ruslan Baltiyev, 


who headed on to Karpovitch and the striker gave 
Olexander Shovkovskiy no chance from point-blank 
range. 

Ukraine coach Oleh Blokhin, who had demanded 
nothing less than three points here, was clearly unhappy 
with his side’s first-half performance and made changes 
at the break. Defender Mykhaylo Starostyak made way 
for Bayer 04 Leverkusen striker Andriy Voronin in the 
second half, and Kazakhstan were forced increasingly 
on to the back foot. 

Goalkeeper Novikov was in impressive form, though, 
for the home side and they were holding firm. Indeed 
they almost snatched a second goal at the other end on 
65 minutes, when Baltiyev connected with a cross from 
Maxim Nizoytsev and sent the ball just wide of the 
goal. 

Two minutes later Blokhin made another substitu- 
tion and it would win Ukraine the match. Rotan re- 
placed captain Andriy Husin and he popped up to save 
Ukraine’s blushes in injury time. Tymoschuk unleashed 
a powerful free-kick from 20 metres and although 
Novikov blocked his effort, Rotan was first to the re- 
bound to make it 2-1. 


Denmark held by Husin header 


By Peter Bruun at the Parken stadium 

(UEFA)—Andriy Husin’s second-half equaliser 
earned Ukraine a first FIFA World Cup qualifying 
Group 2 point after Martin Jorgensen had seemingly 
put Denmark in control at half-time, Sept. 4. 

Denmark made the perfect start as ACF Fiorentina 
winger Jérgensen got the opening goal after just ten 
minutes. It was a wicked Jesper Gronkjaer cross from 
the right flank which caused all kinds of problems for 
the Ukrainian defence and was met at the far post by 
Jgrgensen, who steered the ball into the roof of the net. 

The home side were passing the ball around confi- 
dently and could have doubled their lead on 16 min- 
utes when Jorgensen turned provider, putting over a 
cross with the outside of his right foot for Jon Dahl 
Tomasson to glance a header that was expertly saved 
by the outstreched hand of Olexander Shovkovsky. 

The twin-wing threat of Jorgensen and Grgnkjaer was 
causing Ukraine all kinds of problems and it nearly led 
to another goal 15 minutes from the interval when Pe- 
ter Madsen prodded Jorgensen’s teasing centre just past 
the post. 

After the break it was a different Ukraine however. 
They began the second period far more brightly than 
they had finished the first and came close to equalising 
three minutes after the break when Andriy Shevchenko 
lashed a shot wide from the edge of the area. 

The goal did arrive eight minutes later though, as 
Husin rose to meet a Anatoliy Tymoschuk corner and 


head the ball into the bottom corner of the net past a 
stranded Thomas Sgrensen. 

Amazingly the game was nearly turned on its head 
just seconds later as Andriy Voronin hit a shot from the 
edge of the box which was defected on to the bar, loop- 
ing over Sgrensen as he watched it sail over his head. 

Denmark seemed shell-shocked by the turn of events 
and were rushing their passes in an attempt to get back 
into the game. But the nearest they came to grabbing a 
winner was a Jorgensen close-range shot parried over 
the bar on 73 minutes, and time ran out. 


World Cup Qualifying Round 


European Group 2 
Teams Pld W D L GS GA Pts 
Georgia 2 1 kb 9 3 1 4 
Ukraine 2 1 1 0 3 2 4 
Albania 2 1 0 1 2 3) 3 
Turkey 2 pO y 22h до; 1 1 2 
Denmark 1 0 1 0 1 1 1 
Greece 22 0 1 1 1 9. 1 
Kazakhstan 1 0 0 1 1 2) 0 


Pld: Matches played’ W: Won; D: Drawn; L: Lost; 
GS: Goals for; GA: Goals against; Pts: Points 

The eight group winners and the two runners-up with 
the best records will qualify automatically. The other 
six second placed teams are drawn against each other 
for three play-off matches (on home and away basis) 
to determine the other three qualifiers 


Seedorf strike steals points 


(UEFA)—Clarence Seedorf struck late on to ensure 
maximum points for AC Milan at the start of their bid 
to wrest back control of the UEFA Champions League, 
but Group F rivals FC Shakhtar Donetsk made life 
tough for the Italian title-holders in Ukraine, Sept 14. 

The Dutch midfield player struck a low drive on the 
edge of the box to finally break the deadlock with just 
six minutes of the game remaining after the otherwise 
quiet Andriy Shevchenko — back in his homeland — 
forced Cosmin Barcauan to tackle inside the box. With 
the ball running loose, the onrushing Seedorf hit a first- 
time shot to Jan Lastuvka’s left. 

That goal ended Shakhtar’s dogged resistance, after 
the side had played the last 37 minutes with ten men 
following Darijo Srna’s sending off for two yellow 
cards, the latter for deliberate handball. The loss of the 
Croatian winger deprived the home side of one of their 
liveliest players and their main conduit of attack, the 
22-year-old posing a continuous threat to the Milan 
defence, particularly in the opening period, when the 
home team outshone the 2002/03 European champi- 
ons. 

Indeed, for all the pre-match talk of Shevchenko’s 
return to Ukraine, Shakhtar striker Zvonimir Vukic 
threatened to take the limelight as early as the third 


minute when the Serbo-Montenegrin player scrambled 
his way into the box and forced a decent save from 
Dida. The Brazilian was called into action on numer- 
ous occasions and had plenty of opportunity to make 
amends for his sending off against AS Livorno Calcio 
on Sept. 11. 

But as the half wore on, Milan began to impose them- 
selves on the game and for all Shakhtar’s possession 
the best chances fell to the visitors, and in particular 
Jon Dahl Tomasson. The Danish international was twice 
found in space on the edge of the five-metre box but 
on both occasions his head was directed straight at 
Lastuvka 

The second half began in much the same vein, with 
Lucescu’s side looking ‘o use the flanks. Srna’s red card 
forced a change in approach, but not result as the home 
side continued to press and on 82 minutes, it was 
Shakhtar who found the net with Vorobey’s long-range 
strike. But the referee had already awarded a free-kick 
after adjudging Ciprian Marica to have fouled in the 
build up. 

Two minutes later, Seedorf scored his third goal of 
the season — he also struck two against Livorno — to 
once again rescue his stuttering side. 
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Ukraine changes tack with Brussels 


By Chrystia Freeland, Stefan Wagstyl and Tom 
Warner in Kyiv, Financial Times, Sept. 10 2004 

Ukraine’s prime minister has retreated from his 
country’s controversial demands for an early promise 
of future European Union membership and proposed 
instead to develop ties through short-term practical co- 
operation agreements. 

Viktor Yanukovich told the FT Ukraine had been “hu- 
miliated” by the EU’s rejections of Kyiv’s bids to be 
accepted as a potential EU member and intended to 
build its relationship with Brussels through concrete 
two- or three-year agreements covering specific issues 
such as trade and the free movement of people. 

“Tn the past the idea of Ukraine’s entry into the EU 
was declared but nothing concrete was done. Some- 
times the impression was created that Ukraine is break- 
ing down the door to Europe but the EU is holding it 
shut,” said Yanukovich, who is running for the presi- 
dency in elections due next month with the support of 
the outgoing incumbent, Leonid Kuchma. 

Yanukovich said he hoped the new step-by-step ap- 
proach would still lead to Ukraine “one day becoming 
a European Union member’. His positive attitude to 
the EU is significant because he is widely seen as less 
pro-western and more pro-Russian than his chief elec- 
toral rival, Viktor Yushchenko. 

Yanukovich’s comments come at a time of intense 
debate in the EU over enlargement. Following the ac- 
cession of 10 new members in May, the EU is likely to 
admit Bulgaria and Romania in 2007 and will begin 


Business 


membership talks with Croatia next year. It is also set 
to decide in December whether to open negotiations 
over Turkey’s membership. 

The official EU position is that Ukraine has no pros- 
pect of joining in the medium term and that Kyiv is 
right to concentrate on reaching a more limited agree- 
ment with the Union. The EU hopes to conclude a se- 
ries of such deals with its neighbours next month, to 
encourage economic and political reform through 
greater access to its single market. 

Some Commission officials are sceptical about the 
merits of this “neighbourhood” policy and believe the 
door to membership should be kept open for Ukraine 
if it makes sufficient reforms. This month, Aleksander 
Kwasniewski, Polish president, said Ukraine merited 
a place in the EU. 

Ukraine considered rejecting the neighbourhood 
programme but has since indicated that it will co-oper- 
ate. Yanukovich’s remarks confirm this commitment. 

Ukraine’s economy is recording some of the world’s 
fastest growth rates, with gross domestic product up 
13.5 per cent in January-July. 

Mykola Azarov, finance minister, said the govern- 
ment would improve conditions for foreign investment 
by lowering profit taxes and joining the World Trade 
Organisation next year. [Additional reporting by Daniel 
Dombey in Brussels] 


Ukraine looks back to the USSR 


By Helen Fawkes, 
BBC correspondent in Ukraine, Sept. 8, 2004 

“How about a fruity Lenin or a bottle of Stalin 
Cabernet?” Tetyana suggests to a customer at her store 
in Kyiv. 

Crimean wine, which features former Soviet leaders 
on the labels, has just gone on sale in the capital. 

At Tetyana Ivanenko’s shop it costs abut US$2 a 
bottle. Half a million bottles have already rolled off 
the production line. 

More than a decade after Ukraine’s independence, 
there is a growing demand for nostalgia and former 
leaders like Lenin, Stalin and Brezhnev are now being 
used to make money. 

“This wine is not being produced for political rea- 
sons,” says Olexandr Andreev, commercial director at 
the Eupatoria Wine Factory. 

“We are doing this out of respect for the older gen- 
eration — we want to bring back memories for people 
who were brought up during communism.” 

Ukraine broke away from the Soviet Union in 1991 
but it is still struggling to establish a strong sense of its 
own identity. Communism is remembered by some as 
a golden age. 

At a USSR-themed restaurant in Kyiv, diners enjoy a 
taste of the past. Pictures on the walls depict some of the 
most famous moments in the history of the Soviet Union, 
while TV screens show classic films from the era. 

“The USSR used to be very powerful and big coun- 
try,” says style commentator Oksana Timonia. 

“Perhaps people are craving for that power and 
strength. Everybody was proud of it, and admired it.” 

It is not just Ukrainians who are keen on this kind of 
nostalgia. From red star cigarette lighters to velvet Com- 


Chernomyrdin backs 
Ukraine in dispute 


(Interfax-Ukraine/BBC Monitoring Service)—The 
Russian ambassador to Ukraine, Viktor Chernomyrdin, 
backs Ukraine’s decision to open the deep water 
Danube-Black Sea canal and believes it will benefit 
Russia and other states as well. 

“Ukraine has restored a canal which used to be. 
Ukraine has done nothing [wrong], it has not dug any- 
thing, it has not done anything new. It has restored what 
used to be,” Chernomyrdin told journalists in Kyiv Sept. 
2. Chernomyrdin said that having opened the canal 
Ukraine has done “what benefits it”. “This benefits 
Russia too. Economically, it will benefit many other 
countries that use water routes to transport their freight,” 
the Russian diplomat said. 

He called “psychosis” the criticism Ukraine is tak- 
ing over the canal. “It is not appropriate to behave so, 
no-one is allowed to do so. Ukraine is doing what it 
should be doing and Ukraine is right,” Chenomyrdin 
said. He believes that the canal row will not lead to 
international sanctions. “It would be desirable to avoid 
1015," Chernomyrdin said. 

He added that this issue should be settled at the level 
of the Ukrainian and Romanian heads of state and the 
cabinets of the two states. “I think this will happen,” 
Chernomyrdin said. 


munist Party banners, Soviet souvenirs have always 
been popular with foreigners. 

But at the tourist market on Kyiv’s Andriyivsky 
Uzviz, people shop for a piece of history rather than 
pride in a bygone age. 

A few kilometres outside the capital at another mar- 
ket, among the displays of jeans and glittery tops, a 
number of stalls offer retro clothing. 

The Soviet Union is being re-branded as something 
fashionable for young Ukrainians. 

The symbol of the system that was gladly overthrown 
is popular again. 

CCCP, the Russian abbreviation for the USSR is now 
emblazoned on T-shirts, fleeces, shorts and even train- 
ers. 

For people like psychology student Arina Krasyuk it 
brings back happy memories. 

“When I see these clothes I am no longer 20, I feel 
like a child again,” says Arina while browsing at the 
market stalls. 

In spite of the bustle of shoppers in Kyiv, this is a 
poor country, For some people nostalgia is more than 
just a passing fashion. They have real reasons for long- 
ing for the old days. 

Ukraine has found the transition to a market economy 
hard. One in three people here live below the breadline. 

“People are very poor now. I get $26 a month, I can’t 
afford to pay for my apartment or buy food. Fortunately 
I bought all my clothes in Soviet times,” says retired 
nurse Maria Sokol. 

Most Ukrainians do not really want to give up their 
hard won freedom and turn the clock back. 

But until living standards improve, the Soviet past 
will continue to cast a shadow over Ukraine. 


Ukraine plans to 
import 22 million 
tonnes of Russian oil 


(Interfax)—Ukraine plans to import 22 million rubles 
of oil from Russia in 2005, the same as its Russian oil 
imports are expected to be in 2004, Ukraine’s Deputy 
Fuel and Energy Minister Bogdan Klyuk told report- 
ers on Sept. 9. 

A draft protocol for an oil delivery agreement slated 
for signing in October is ready, Klyuk said. “Neither 
side has any objections,’ he said. 

Earlier, the Fuel and Energy Ministry forecast that 
imports of Russian oil will rise in light of Russia intro- 
ducing on Jan. 1, 2005, a zero-rate VAT rate on oil ex- 
ports to countries in the Commonwealth of Indepen- 
dent States. 

The amount of oil delivered to Ukrainian refineries 
increased 15.8% to 24.620 million tonnes in 2003. De- 
liveries of Russian oil increased 28.9% to 21.320 mil- 
lion tonnes. 

Delivery of Ukrainian oil decreased 9.7% to 2.166 
million tonnes and of Kazakh oil 51.2% to 1.134 mil- 
lion tonnes. 
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Indusmin lands gas 
sales deal with 
division of Naftogas 


Vancouver-based Indusmin Energy Corp. says it has won a 12-year gas 
sales agreement with OJSC Krymgas, a division of Ukraine’s Naftogas of 
Ukraine, reports the Canadian Press. 

The deal is for the sale and delivery of up to 144 million cubic metres of 
natural gas, Indusmin Energy said Sept. 9. 

Financial details were not disclosed, but gas deliveries will begin this 
year. 

Naftogas is one of the largest companies in Ukraine with over 150,000 
employees. It handles over 97 per cent of Ukrainian oil and gas produc- 
tion, transportation and processing to Ukraine’s 50 million people. 

KrymGas was incorporated to handle the local Crimean region. It has a 
6,000-kilometre-long network of gas distribution pipelines delivering gas 
to the 15 biggest cities and towns in Crimea, 792 villages and 354,000 
private users. 


Huge gas deposit 
discovered near Kharkiv 


(UNIANOBBC Monitoring Service)—The national oil and gas com- 
pany Naftohaz Ukrayiny has discovered a new big gas-condensate de- 
posit in Kobzivka (Kharkiv Region), with gas reserves estimated at 100 
billion cu.m, Naftohaz board chairman Yuriy Boyko told journalists on 
Sept. 1. 

Boyko said the deposit’s lower horizon alone would yield almost 70bn 
cu.m of gas, adding that the development of the deposit would make it 
possible to extract an additional 4bn cu.m of gas a year. 

“We have discovered a deposit of this size for the first time since inde- 
pendence,” Boyko said. He also said that the well leading to the lower 
horizon is 6 km long. 


Ukraine to place $800M 
in Eurobonds in 2005 


(Interfax)—Ukraine plans to place $800 million in Eurobonds and 3 
billion hryvni in domestic bonds in 2005, Galina Pakhachuk, the Finance 
Ministry’s official in charge of government debt, said on Sept. 7. 

Ukraine plans to raise a total of $1 billion in external financing, 
Pakhachuk said. 

“Tf deputies vote in favor, our total state debt will not be more than 19% 
of GDP, compared with 25% this year. On average the budget will receive 
$800 million from external issues and around $300 million under the World 
Bank’s programmatic loan,” she said. 

Government debt issues will be 3 billion hryvni, compared with 4.5 
billion hryvni in 2003, Pakhachuk said. 

Most of the new paper will be medium-term — more than three years. 
“We are hardly planning any short issues of up to three years,” Pakhachuk 
said. 
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Kachmar celebrates 30 
years of teaching dance 


(Vohon)—For 30 years, the 
Ukrainian dance world has been a 
fortunate recipient of Ken 
Kachmar’s artistic talents and fierce 
determination. The development of 
this 45 year old’s refined skills be- 
gan when he started his dance ca- 
reer when he was only five years old 
in a small town of Two Hills, Alta. 
When he was 16 he pursued his 
teaching career in the town where 
he started dancing. Over the years, 
Ken would teach more than twenty 
different dance groups and over 
3000 dancers. His teaching career 
would take him to many seminars 
for dance groups all over the world, 
like Australia, United States, Eu- 
rope, and Canada. 

In 1977 he became a dancer with 
the Cheremosh Dance Ensemble, an 
Assistant Artistic Director in 1985 and received the Artistic Directorship 
in 1988. He was involved in choreography for three Cheremosh tours and 
had extensive input into their 20th Anniversary program. During his 13 
formative years with the ensemble, he trained extensively in Ukrainian 
folk dance, classical ballet and character dance. 

Kachmar furthered his training at Grant MacEwan College studying 
ballet, jazz, modern dance and music. He learned from Ukrainian dance 
masters in Fort Qu ’appelle, Sask., and in Ukraine on three occasions study- 
ing different dance styles. 

Kachmar performed for the 1976 Montreal Olympics representing 
Alberta including other performances like the operetta “Zaporozhets Za 
Dunayem”. In 1984 Edmonton’s Jubilee Auditorium was the location for 
“Kachmar’s 10 Anniversary Concert” and one year later for another pro- 
duction “Echoes of Ukraine”. Kachmar has had an opportunity to per- 
form for Premier Don Getty, Peter Lougheed, Prime Minister Brian 
Mulroney and Queen Elizabeth II. He has had the opportunity to work 
with people like Luba, Luba Goy, and Ed Evanko. In 1982, Kachmar 
marked personal highlight when he danced with the Tuman Kozaks in 
Los Angeles. 

In 1985, he opened the Ken Kachmar School of Ukrainian Dance in 
Vegreville. A year later, Kachmar placed Ukrainian Dance in a new light 
with the formation of the spirited Flying Kozaks. It was an early indica- 
tion of Kachmar’s penchant for breathing new life into a vibrant culture. 
In 1988 Kachmar was choreographer of the grandiose opening of Festival 
88 held in Rexall Place, Edmonton, involving over 100 dance groups and 
over 3000 dancers. The following year, he founded and is the owner of 
the Edmonton School of Ukrainian Dance and the Vohon Ukrainian Dance 
Ensemble to date. 

As Artistic Director, Kachmar traveled with Vohon to places like Aus- 
tralia, Germany, Scotland throughout the United States and Canada. Ken 
would produce 3 major tour productions with Vohon and is currently work- 
ing on his 4th. During the 30 years he has produced approximately 180 
concerts and choreographed over 1800 dances. He has personally per- 
formed in over 500 performances. Kachmar loves his work due to its 
challenges, travel and excitement of choreography апа dance. Не has had 
a chance to adjudicate for various Festivals and be a stage manager for 
many concerts. Ken Kachmar’s refreshing perspective on an old-age cul- 
ture has won much appeal and admiration from captive audiences of all 
ages, in all corners of the world. Within the teaching elite of Ukrainian 
dance in Canada, Kachmar is one individual that stands out as an incred- 
ible Canadian Ukrainian dance choreographer and teacher. 


Newsbriefs 


Government raises minimum wage 

(RFE/RL)—Prime Minister Viktor Yanukovych’s cabinet has increased 
the minimum monthly wage from 205 hryvnias to 237 hryvnias (US$46) 
as of Sept. 1, Ukrainian Television reported on Sept. 1. The decision ap- 
plies to all companies, whether privately or government-owned. In Janu- 
ary, the minimum monthly wage is to increase to 262 hryvnias. 


Ken Kachmar 


Rada reconvenes 

(RFE/RL)—The Verkhovna Rada opened its plenary session in Kyiv on 
Sept. 7, Ukrainian news agencies reported. Lawmakers approved an agenda 
for the session, which includes some 1,300 bills and resolutions. The leg- 
islature rejected a supplement to the agenda proposing to hear a report by 
an ad hoc parliamentary commission on its investigation into the murder 
of Internet journalist Heorhiy Gongadze in 2000. 


Yanukovych signals change on EU 

(RFE/RL)—Prime Minister and presidential candidate Viktor Yanukovych 
told the Sept. 10 issue of the “Financial Times” that Kyiv has ceased urg- 
ing Brussels to pledge unambiguously that Ukraine’s will become an EU 
member and has proposed instead developing relations through two- or 
three-year agreements covering specific issues like trade or the free move- 
ment of labor. Yanukovych said he hopes this new step-by-step approach 
will still lead to Ukraine "опе day becoming a European Union member.” 


Ukrainian Мем/5/Українські вісті, September 15-28, 2004, 15-28 вересня, 2004 


PHOTO 


T UTA 
Left to Right: Peter Leon of the Ontario Trillium Foundation with Olya Grod, MP Sarmite Bulte, MPP and 
Parade Marshall Gerard Kennedy, Jurij Klufas and Christina Cholkan accepting the Trillium БЕ unding Award 
on behalf of the Festival. (Missing from photo — Festival Executive Director Raya Shadursky). 


Trillium Foundation announces 
grant for Ukrainian festival 


(UkrNews)—Ontario Education Minister and High 
Park MPP Gerard Kennedy on Aug. 28 announced a 
three-year C$149,000 grant from the Ontario Trillium 
Foundation to support volunteer development and pro- 
gram enhancements to ensure the continued success of 
the Bloor West Village Ukrainian Culture Festival. 

These funds are designated for very specific use, ex- 
plained Festival Vice President Olya Grod. 

“The funds are not to be used to pay for performers, 
or for policing or for barricades. The funds are to be 
used to develop a sustainable network of volunteers 
through the implementation of 13 milestones,” she said. 

“We have a lot of work to do, and now that we have 
the funding, we will get right at it,” added Grod. 

“We greatly appreciate the support of the Trillium 


Foundation in assisting us achieve our vision,” said Fes- 
tival Chairman Jurij Klufas. 

The Bloor West Village Ukrainian Festival Organiz- 
ing committee strives to offer the largest celebration of 
Ukrainian spirit in the world — showcasing the best of 
Ukrainian arts and culture by: 

г Providing an entertainment experience for the whole 
family on Bloor Street West; 

* Introducing Ukrainian culture to the general Cana- 
dian public, thereby encouraging tolerance, understand- 
ing and goodwill between all segments of society; 

» Creating a Toronto tourist attraction in the Bloor 
West Village; 

» Developing a strong network of volunteers for the 
community. 


Eurovision triggers Ukraine folk revival 
Ruslana is influenced by the culture of the Hutsul people 


By Helen Fawkes 

(BBC News)—With her whip and skimpy leather out- 
fit, Ruslana took Eurovision by storm. It may have looked 
like a gimmick, but Ruslana’s inspiration comes from an 
ancient mountain tribe who live in Western Ukraine. 

The Eurovision winner is influenced by the culture 
of the Hutsul people, who live in the Carpathian re- 
gion. Their traditions are based on paganism and so, 
during Soviet times, their culture was suppressed. 

But as a result of Ruslana’s victory, this music from 
the mountains is experiencing a new revival. “We use 
mystical elements of Hutsul music. They give you en- 
ergy and people all over Europe are feeling that vital- 
ity now,” Ruslana says. 

Pop music which celebrates traditional influences has 
got more fashionable here lately. Wearing large halos of 
flowers in their hair and dancing barefoot in the mud, 
hundreds of youngsters from all over Ukraine flock to a 
music festival in Sheshory, a village in the Carpathians. 

They watch bands perform by night, while by day 
they learn about Hutsul music and its cultural heritage. 
Irina Tuse, a student from Kyiv, is being shown how to 
use traditional wooden instruments. 

“This culture is really popular now and it’s getting 
to be more and more widespread,” says Irina. “Start- 
ing with Ruslana, it’s now used a great deal here. Ev- 
eryone in Ukraine and Europe knows this music.” 

Hutsul people have lived in Ukraine’s Carpathian 
Mountains for centuries, but communist leaders dis- 
couraged their culture. A few kilometres away from 
the music festival, Mykhailo Rybchuk and his band are 
now free to play whatever they want. Before Ukraine’s 
independence, they were only able to perform songs 
about Soviet leaders. 

They are now concemed that the Hutsul culture is 
being distorted by its new popularity. “Many people 
don’t play the pure and correct Hutsul music now,” 
Mykhailo says. “It should be developed by musicians 
who are brought up here and then we will only have 
proper Hutsul music.” 

Alexandra Marianirna, a music expert from the 
Carpathians agrees. She is also concerned about they 
way the music is being used by pop stars. 

“T think it would be better for the world to see the 
real, authentic music in its natural surroundings. People 
should only use themes from this music after studying 
it seriously.” 

Wearing a traditional Carpathian outfit in the swel- 


tering heat, Natalya sends a text to her friend during a 
break from rehearsals. Natalya Hroholska is part of band 
of local students who perform Hutsul dances and their 
group is now in big demand. 

Following the success of Ruslana, some of Ukraine’s 
best selling musicians are also adopting parts of the 
Carpathian culture. Natalya supports what pop stars like 
Ruslana are doing. “People are now changing it to make 
it a bit more modem and a bit less traditional. I think 
that it should be improved and perfected,” says Natalya. 

With its increased popularity, it could mean that next 
year, Ukraine attempts to repeat its Eurovision success 
with another Hutsul-inspired song. 


~ PHOTO — LU TASKEY 
Ruslana Lyzhychko 


